
 
 

 

Please send any news, events and 
information of value to Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Coop members and 
associates. 

Please email : 

Bob Black – rbblack6443@gmail.com 

Debbie Petzel – dspetzel@gmail.com 

January, 2020 
The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative may have ended publication of 

the Wisconsin Shepherd, but the magazine will continue in an online 
format as part of a broader effort by your co-op to stay current and 

connected with your industry. You’ll find the frequent updates, news and 
calendar listing right here, with email versions available on request. In 
addition, there will be cross-referencing between the Wisconsin Sheep 

Breeders and Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival websites, plus a growing 
presence on Facebook and social media.  Feedback is very welcome and 
will help us fine tune the frequency and type of information that is most 
valuable to you.  Please “Like” and follow Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 

Cooperative and Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival on Facebook for the 
most current updates. 
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It’s difficult to imagine a new 
decade is upon us. For you and me the lambing season is also upon us with 
anticipation, excitement and an occasional frustration. 

At the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative (WSBC) we look forward to a 
new decade and serving our membership in many meaningful ways. There will 
be changes in 2020, such as a full commitment to improved electronic 
communication versus the traditional printed version of The Shepherd. We also 
anticipate improved usage of our new website, Facebook and email alerts. 

The WSBC membership is unique as very few would consider the sheep 
industry as their exclusive means of income. Rather, we are a membership 
which utilizes the sheep industry in many diverse ways to create supplemental 
income. All members need to recognize the diverse interests of the membership 
and the board of directors must create an environment to support all interests. 

Our Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival certainly spotlights this diversity and 
works hard to present the full scope to the public while also providing education 
to the industry. A major activity this year is an effort to improve our exposure 
and education to the public during the Wisconsin State Fair. 

On April 4, 2020 there will be an educational opportunity at the Arlington 
Sheep Day followed by the WSBC Annual Meeting. We hope you will make 
this a high priority and attend. 

Happy new year, happy new decade and happy lambing to all! Let’s make a 
resolution to advance the Wisconsin sheep industry! 

 

 
President’s Message 

   By Doug Wilson 
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In hac habitasse platea dictumst. 
Sed et tellus at quam sagittis pharetra. Donec faucibus sagittis justo. 

USDA	  Surveying	  Sheep	  and	  Goat	  Operations	  

Madison,	  WI	  –	  The	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Agriculture’s	  Agricultural	  Statistics	  Service	  (NASS)	  
began	  measuring	  sheep	  and	  goat	  inventories	  and	  wool	  and	  mohair	  production	  through	  a	  
nationwide	  survey.	  

“Interest	  in	  sheep	  and	  goat	  data	  continues	  to	  grow	  with	  increased	  diversification	  in	  
agriculture	  and	  consumer	  demands,”	  said	  Greg	  Bussler,	  State	  i	  of	  the	  NASS	  Wisconsin	  Field	  
Office.	  “The	  Sheep	  and	  Goat	  Report	  gives	  producers	  the	  opportunity	  to	  report	  the	  latest	  
information	  on	  conditions	  and	  trends	  in	  the	  industry.”	  	  

Wisconsin	  operators	  are	  being	  asked	  to	  provide	  information	  about	  their	  sheep	  and	  g	  oat	  
inventories,	  counts	  of	  lambs	  and	  kids	  born	  during	  2019,	  and	  production	  and	  prices	  received	  
for	  wool	  and	  mohair.	  In	  Wisconsin,	  NASS	  will	  contact	  about	  500	  operations	  to	  request	  their	  
responses	  to	  the	  survey.	  

“Accurate	  data	  on	  sheep	  and	  goat	  inventory,	  as	  well	  as	  wool	  production,	  is	  a	  significant	  
decision-‐making	  tool	  for	  USDA	  and	  the	  industry	  to	  be	  more	  responsive	  to	  domestic	  and	  
international	  markets	  and	  consumer	  needs,”	  Bussler	  said.	  “The	  information	  can	  also	  help	  
create	  public	  appreciation	  for	  the	  many	  benefits	  of	  U.S.	  sheep	  and	  goats	  and	  their	  needed	  
products,”	  added	  Bussler.	  	  

To	  make	  it	  as	  easy	  as	  possible	  for	  producers	  to	  participate	  in	  the	  survey,	  NASS	  offers	  the	  
option	  of	  responding	  online,	  by	  telephone,	  mail	  or	  a	  personal	  interview	  with	  a	  local	  NASS	  
representative.	  	  

NASS	  Safeguards	  the	  privacy	  of	  all	  responses	  and	  publishes	  only	  state	  and	  national-‐level	  data	  
in	  aggregate,	  ensuring	  that	  no	  individual	  operation	  or	  producer	  can	  be	  identified.	  NASS	  will	  
publish	  the	  survey	  results	  January	  31,	  2020	  in	  the	  Sheep	  and	  Goat	  report.	  This	  and	  all	  NASS	  
reports	  are	  available	  online	  at	  www.nass.usda.gov	  .	  For	  more	  information,	  call	  the	  NASS	  
Wisconsin	  Field	  Office	  at	  (800)	  789-‐9277.	  	  

From	  a	  December	  20,	  2019	  NASS	  press	  release.	  	  

 

 

Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival 

Wild and Wooly Photo Contest 

First Place Scenic Photo 

         Photographer - Tami Bowser 
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New Era Begins for Shetland Show at Jefferson 

Kelly K. Bartels – MASS Show Chair 

Monroe, WI - For many years the Midwest Shetland Sheep Breeders Association 
(MSSBA) has put on one of the largest, if not the largest, Shetland sheep and fleece 
shows in conjunction with the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival in Jefferson, 
Wisconsin.  The numbers of exhibitors and sheep have increased throughout the years 
to the point that we’ve had to limit entries due to pens filling up, a good problem to 
have for a show chair.  One of the reasons for this increase in popularity is due to the 
support of our UK judges and inspectors and their willingness to come judge our 
sheep and fleeces each year.   

As exhibitors have increased, membership in MSSBA has dwindled to the point that 
we only had a few members that weren’t board members and as the entry numbers 
increased, the membership numbers continued to fall.  Maintaining a viable group the 
last five or six years has grown increasingly difficult. Our President, Russ 
Dukerschein, and the board members discussed dissolving MSSBA due to ever 
decreasing membership numbers. The proposal was presented to the membership at 
the 2019 AGM at Jefferson last fall and the dissolution passed by a unanimous vote.   

The show has been organized and run by a dedicated group of volunteers for many 
years, most of which are members of the Fine Fleece Shetland Sheep Association 
(FFSSA), which has agreed to continue the partnership with Wisconsin Sheep & 
Wool Festival to have a Shetland sheep & fleece show for the foreseeable future. We 
are excited to announce that we will welcoming UK Judge Jenny Holden-Wilde to 
this venue in 2020.   Additionally, we have UK judges lined up for the next 2-3 years 
for this event.   

Our name will be changing to the Mid-American Shetland Show (MASS) and we will 
continue to offer perpetual and youth awards, workshops, fleece & sheep shows.   I 
want to assure all past and future exhibitors that our format, people and shows will 
not be changing.   Due to the generosity of our 2019 judge, Andrew (and wife Ellen) 
Bain, we will have a new award for the Best Fleece on Hoof class this fall.   We are 
humbled by the continued support of our UK judges and breeders and look forward to 
many more years of partnership with our friends at the WSWF.   I’d also like to thank 
all past volunteers and organizers for their support of our efforts to bring Shetland 
Sheep to the festival each year.   

Click to see photos of the MSSBA show at WSWF. 

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMjHzmwDljBCj7838h7F7F4Xr3TIq8RH
6QVXmGBtUxQsWIjApWeDhWa_xG7RRQ2Hw?key=cktKUFMzV2NqeVl0Y2p
GTHhld2hFM2ZaNS1PSEtn 
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WISCONSIN SHEEP BREEDERS COOPERATIVE                   
2020 Scholarship Application Form 

CRITERIA FOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS 

ü Parents or applicant must have been members of the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Coop for a minimum of (2) years including the year of 
application.  

ü Must be a high school senior graduating in 2020 or college student age 
25 or younger.  

ü Applicant must be enrolled in UW-Madison Agriculture Short Course, 
technical school, community college or an accredited 4-year college in 
the fall of 2020.  

ü Previous WSBC scholarship winners are not eligible to re-apply.  

ü Applicant must have carried sheep as a 4-H or FFA project for a 
minimum of 2 years.  
**Scholarships: Up to $4000.00 in scholarships will be awarded 
annually based on qualified applications submitted.  Scholarships to be 
divided at the Scholarship Committee member’s discretion.  
 

DEADLINE:  Postmarked by June 15, 2020.  Late applications will not be 
considered.  

All forms MUST be sent in PDF format.   
Return to: Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative 

5621 N County Road F, Janesville, WI 53545 

 wisconsinsheepbreeders@gmail.com  

Questions:  

          Jill Alf - 608 449-0611   wisconsinsheepbreeders@gmail.com 
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Arlington Sheep Day – WSBC Annual Meeting 

April 4, 2020  Arlington Research Station 

Arlington Sheep Day is sponsored by the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences of the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, Cooperative Extension of the University of Wisconsin-

Extension, and the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative. 

For more information on the 11th Annual Arlington Sheep Day 

Todd Taylor 
608-846-5858 

 

Bernie O’Rourke 
608-263-4304 

 

For more information on the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative Annual 
Meeting & Recognition Banquet or membership to the WSBC 

Jill Alf, Executive Secretary 
608-743-9080 (after 5 pm weekdays) 

 

Your 2020 Board of Director Candidates 

✓ Steve Bingen 

✓ Kevin Lindow 

✓ Lisa Paskey 

✓ Dan Smerchek 

         ✓ Robin Starkenburg 



 

 

                    “Will I Be Famous?”    

          Photo by Vivian Stephenson 

  

 

 

Spotlight On Youth 

My name is Vivian Stephenson, I am 14 from Viroqua, WI.  I live on my farm, 
Sugar Ridge Ranch, with my family where we raise registered Shropshires that we 
show across the country.  I have been showing sheep since I could walk and it is a 

very important part of my life.  Aside from showing, I also enjoy playing the 
guitar.  I have been playing for a little over two years and I am playing a type of 

fingerstyle called Travis picking.  I also enjoy riding my horses.  We own six 
Tennesee Walking Horses that we ride on our trails for pleasure.  I’m also very 

involved in dancing.  I have been dancing since I was 4, and I have been dancing 
competitively for a few years.  I dance the styles jazz, hip-hop, ballet, and tap and 
compete on a team as well as independently at different competitions throughout 
the Midwest.  When I grow up I plan to continue to raise sheep and hope to one 

day open my own dance studio.  I am also planning to pursue a career in nursing.  
I home school through the Medford RVA where I am in 9th grade. I am currently 

taking sophomore classes as well as a handful of college classes.  I am also very 
involved in the Photography Club, Chess Club and the Environmental Club. I also 
have recently become the president of my local 4-H chapter, The Country Critters 

and I am currently the secretary for the Junior Shropshire Association.  
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     The Baa Booth Returns to the Wisconsin State Fair!  
Our Baa Booth will be held at the Wisconsin State Fair Park in Milwaukee, WI on 
August 6-16, 2020 and the Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival (Jefferson County 
Fairgrounds) on September 11-13, 2020.   

Both these events provide a unique opportunity to make a farm to table connection 
and to bring the sheep industry to the public eye.  Attendance at the 2019 
Wisconsin State Fair topped one million for the seventh year in a row; and the 
Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival continues to grow, boasting an approximate 
2019 attendance of 10,000 people.  

The Baa Booth will be located in the Sheep Barn, directly in front of the Wisconsin 
Wool Works store.  Wisconsin Wool Works features volunteers who card, spin, 
knit and do other wool crafts as demonstrations, and can answer questions about 
wool and sheep. building upon the efforts we have done in the past. The Baa 
Booth will be approximately 40 feet long, consisting of message panels that can be 
changed as needed- and two display structures for handouts and pamphlets- 
directly across from the Wool Works. 

This years theme will be “Wool - It's story and uses.” 

In addition to the Baa Booth and Wisconsin Wool Works store, Wisconsin State 
Fair encourages exhibitors to get in on the educational fun by providing an 
additional competition, encouraging educational displays to promote the sheep 
and wool industry to the public.   

WSBC has applied for an American Lamb Board Promotional Grant to offset 
expenses.  The Wisconsin State Fair Agricultural Department is assisting with 
booth design and signage. 
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Photographers Wanted! 

Are you looking for a fun way 
to volunteer at the Wisconsin 
Sheep and Wool Festival?  
We’re looking for a new Photo 
Contest Director!  If you are 
interested, please contact 
Debbie Petzel for details. 

dspetzel@gmail.com                    
612-578-1528  

WSBC is seeking your photos to be used in our newsletters and 
WSBC and WSWF websites. 

Please email jpgs to dspetzel@gmail.com 

Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival – Wild and Wooly Photo Contest 

Get your cameras out and give us your best shots!  The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative 
invites you to submit your sheep and wool photos to its annual photo contest.  The contest is 
open to everyone, regardless of whether they raise sheep or are members of the co-op. Judges 
will select the winning photos based on theme, clarity, content, composition and appeal for the 
category entered. Photos will be on display in the Activity Center, Friday through Sunday. 

• Scenic Photos -  Just Lambs - Kids and Sheep - Photo Taken by Youth (only for youths aged 21 
and younger as of August 15) 
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               Pen of Three Carcass Competition 
*Exhibitors enter a pen of 3 lambs at Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival. 
*Lambs are judged in their pens, as a pen of three, at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday. 
*All lambs will be harvested and carcass data taken. 
*Carcasses will be purchased by the University of Wisconsin-Madison Meat 
Science Lab. Payments will be made directly to exhibitors. 
* Live placings are announced 1:00 p.m. Sunday in the Activity Center. 

Please	  click	  on	  this	  link	  to	  view	  the	  article	  printed	  in	  the	  AgriView	  

https://www.agupdate.com/agriview/eedition/page-‐b/page_1adb2424-‐
5381-‐5c65-‐b7e4-‐1177c602f860.html	  

Live	  placing	  for	  Competition:	  

Pen	  #5	  	  Petzel,	  Pen	  #6	  Abel,	  Pen	  #4	  Meyer,	  	  Pen	  #1	  Schut	  (scott),	  Pen	  #3	  
Thorson,	  Pen	  #2	  Jergenson.	  

Final	  for	  Pen	  of	  3:	  

Pen	  #4	  Meyer,	  Pen	  #6	  Abel,	  Pen	  #1	  Schut	  (scott),	  Pen	  #2	  Jergenson,	  Pen	  #3	  
Thorson,	  Pen	  #5	  Petzel	  

For	  any	  comments	  or	  questions,	  please	  contact,	  Carcass	  Competition	  
Coordinator:	  	  Lisa	  Paskey	  608-‐669-‐3996,	  email:	  lrpaskey@gmail.com.	  

THANKS	  TO	  OUR	  SUPPORTERS!	  

Sydell,	  Inc.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Nasco	  Farm	  &	  Ranch	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Insight	  FS	  

Central	  Livestock	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Paskey	  Suffolks	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Fleet	  Farm	  

Equity	  Cooperative	  Livestock	  Sales	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bloomington	  Livestock	  Exchange	  

Landmark Services Cooperative                      Blaschka Mill, LLC 
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Calendar of Events  - 2020 
Jan. 22-25 American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) Annual Convention, Scottsdale, AZ. 
www.sheepusa.org  

Jan 23-25 GrassWorks Grazing Conference, Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI 
www.grassworks.org  

Feb. 1 Indianhead Sheep & Goat Breeders Association Small Ruminant Clinic, WITC, Rice 
Lake, WI. www.indianheadsheepandgoat.org  

Feb. 21 Registration Deadline – 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl, State Skillathon Contests, Due 
by 5:00 via email only, (mailed registrations not accepted). Information: 
borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu, 608 263-4304.  

Feb. 27-29 MOSES Organic Farming Conference, La Crosse Center, La Crosse, WI 
https://mosesorganic.org  

March 7 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl and State 4-H Skillathon contests, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Animal Sciences Building. $12 per youth, due at registration (registration 
deadline – February 21) Information/registration: borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu 608 263-4304.  

March 21 Indianhead Sheep & Goat Breeders Association Shearing School. Information:  
Duane Klindworth, 712 471-0403.  

April 4   Arlington Sheep Day, Public Events Facility, UW Arlington Research Station, Arlington, 
WI. www.wisbc.com, Todd Taylor toddtaylor@wiscmail.wisc.edu  

April 4 Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op Annual Meeting/Recognition Dinner, Public Events 
Facility, UW-Arlington Research Station, Arlington, WI. www.wisbc.com.  

August 6-16 Wisconsin State Fair, Wisconsin State Fair Park, West Allis. www.wistatefair.com  

August 6-16  Wisconsin Wool Works! 9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. daily, Wisconsin State Fair Sheep 
Barn. Info: wisbc.com or Carol Black, Manager, carol@ewesfulgifts.com or 920 296-0326. 

Sept. 11-13 Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival, Jefferson County Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. 
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com  

Sept. 12 Wisconsin Make It With Wool State Contest, Jefferson County Fair Park, 
Jefferson, WI. Contact: Wynn Wittkopf, State Director, 262 370-1433, wynnwittkopf@gmail.com 
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com  

Sept. 12 Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op Used Equipment Auction, Jefferson County Fair 
Park, Jefferson, WI. www.wisbc.com www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com . 608 743-9080 
(weekdays after 5:00 p.m.) wisconsinsheepbreeders@gmail.com  

Do you have an event coming up? Let us know! 

Debbie Petzel – dspetzel@gmail.com  

 


