Arlington Sheep Day Program

Copper Toxicity a Case Study- presented by Mark and Marie Kjorie

Mark and Marie are the owners/operators of Chicory Meadows Farm LLC in Marshall WI. In
2024 their lamb flock was affected by copper toxicity from contaminated feed. As most sheep
producers are aware sheep are particularly sensitive to copper. The requirement for copper
being 4-8 ppm for sheep, whereas goats require 10-20 ppm and swine feed can contain as
much as 250ppm. Molybdenum is important to have in sheep mineral mixes as it inhibits the
absorption of some excess copper.

The Kjories gave examples of how sheep could be accidentally be exposed to excess level of
copper such as giving them access to cattle lick tubs, using hog or poultry manure to fertilize
fields where sheep feeds are being harvested and possible contamination of the water source
from copper pipes. Symptoms and examples of acute and chronic copper toxicity were
presented as well.

The Kjories praised their feed mill for their diligence in helping to investigate the problem and
financially compensate them for their expenses and losses.

Navigating the Lamb Market: Current Trends and Future Outlook Presented by John Kane
Owner Raising Kane Farms, Concord WI

Most US lamb producers have planned for their lamb crops to meet the traditional holiday
markets of Christmas and Easter. Mr. Kane discussed strategies for hitting the ethnic or non-
traditional markets.

The Islamic holiday of Ramadan is a 30-day holiday of fasting during daylight hours followed by
a large meal after dark. The 30 days of Ramadan is followed by the celebration of Eid. The
timing of Ramadan and other Islamic holidays is based on the lunar calendar rather than the 12-
month calendar, which means that every year Ramadan begins 2 weeks earlier than the
previous year. During this time, people of the Islamic faith enjoy eating tradition foods in which
lamb is featured frequently. In addition, on Eid each family slaughters one lamb or sheep,
keeping one-half of it for themselves and donating the other half to others. The lambs
preferred for the Ethnic market are 50-120 Ilbs. with a 70 -90 Ibs. lamb being the ideal weight.
The price on the market increases dramatically for these lambs during Ramadan and Eid. In
2024 the price /pound of lambs in these weight range gained $0.70-50.90/ Ib. live weight.

In conclusion, Mr. Kane stated that for the next 10-12 years fall lambs weighing 50-120 lbs. will
bring a premium and he encouraged lamb producers to make adjustments to their breeding
programs to take advantage of these spikes in the non-traditional market.



How to Convert the Breeding Season to Meet the Non-Traditional Market. Presented by Todd
Taylor UW Arlington Sheep Unit Manager.

Mr. Taylor spoke briefly on the use and success of breeding ewes out of season to meet the
non-traditional markets described by Mr. Kane. Mr. Taylor discussed the use of CIDR’s and
PG600 to increase conception for off season breeding and advocated the use of running a
vasectomized ram with the ewes to take advantage of the “Ram Effect” to bring ewes into heat.
He also recommended the use of a black face terminal sire for breeding for faster growth and
reiterated what Mr. Kane mentioned in his presentation, that black or “brockel” faced lambs
are preferred for the non-traditional market.



