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President's Message
Late winter greetings to all the members of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders
Cooperative. I am extremely honored and humbled to be the president of this
wonderful cooperative. I'm proud to say that we are headed down the road as
strong and unified as ever. My job has been challenging but made easier by the
wonderful people involved with this great organization. I am continually amazed
at how this group works together tirelessly to improve this cooperative and it's
events.
The Pandemic threw a few punches these past 2 years, but the WSBC
members, board and volunteers refused to let that stop this great organization.
We are always looking for more support, we cover a lot of areas if you find
something that you feel passionate about, reach out! Contact our board
members, or message us on Facebook, even responding to this email works,
we will find a way to get you involved.
As president, I plan on embracing the diversity of this industry. No other
agricultural industry is more diverse than the sheep and wool industry. It may
seem at times that we are all in different directions but in reality we are all
heading down the same road. Diversity is the most important strength and a
pillar of this organization.
A goal during my term is to increase membership of the Wisconsin Sheep
Breeders Cooperative. More members will build a stronger cooperative over
time. As I went through the list of current members I was impressed with our
long standing memberships. But I was surprised about some of the breeders in
our state that were not on that list. I am personally asking all members to reach
out to fellow sheep breeders and ask them to become members in 2022 our
annual meeting is on April 2nd. Please find time out of your busy schedule to
attend. We have put a lot of thought into this meeting and it is going to be a
great event. I am very excited about the people we are honoring and the
education that is planned for that day.
Dan Smerchek,
WSBC President

Board Member Nominations

Nancy Burton and her husband Sean reside near Argyle, Wisconsin. Nancy
has been involved with sheep for over 25 years. It all began with three crossbred ewe lambs that were given to her when she was pregnant with her first
child, and she’s never looked back. She currently maintains a flock of 50
Registered Suffolk and is lambing around 30 ewes. Together their program
focuses on carcass traits-loin eye, backfat, and leg to name a few. They market
terminal sires and do farm to table marketing. She is a long-time member of the
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative and has been on the board for the
past 3 yrs. She was a supporter of the Bred Ewe Sale that was held at the
Rock County Fairgrounds for many years and participated in summer field
days. Nancy established the Youth Poster Contest at the Wisconsin Sheep &
Wool Festival and serves as the contest coordinator. This event is part of the
Youth Sweepstakes program. A notable accomplishment is that she has only
missed one festival since its beginning in 2002! During the past year 3 years on
the board, Nancy has served as President and is currently serving as Vice
President. She is also currently serving as the Chairman of the Scholarship
Committee and the Wool Works Committee which entails the website and store
at the Wisconsin State Fair.

Matt Kilpin – Janesville, WI. I have been involved in the sheep industry since I
first joined FFA in high school back in 2004. I began working with frame style
Hampshires that were owned by one of my parent’s close friends who needed
extra help on her hobby farm after she was diagnosed with cancer. After a short
period of time, I moved from the frame styled Hampshires to the club lamb side
and I became even more involved with the sheep industry from a county, state
and national level. Currently my wife (Brittany), son (Brayden), daughter (Ava)
and I have a small flock of Hampshire/Cross ewes. We started this adventure
back in 2017 after we purchased our first house in Western Rock County. Our
goal is to be around 40 ewes by 2023. I am a graduate from UW-Platteville with
a degree in Agriculture Education. After graduating I decided to pursue a career
in agriculture sales,focusing on seed and crop nutrition. Currently I am an
Account Manager for Burrus Seeds/Hughes Hybrids, and my territory covers
South Central Wisconsin. I have a deep passion for educating youth about our
Agriculture Industry and helping mentor them along their 4H and FFA journeys.
I was not a raised a farm kid and yet after such short period of time spent in this
industry as a young adolescent, I decided that it was in my blood to be involved
with it for the rest of my life. I can’t explain with any words how something so
simple as helping someone in need has impacted my life and changed the
direction of my life. Our industry is ever changing and being able to adapt and
bring new ideas to the table is a must if we want to stay relevant. By allowing
me to be one the board members, I will bring new Marketing and Educational
ideas to the members so we can all even more added benefits from the
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative for years to come. I would like to say
thank you for the opportunity to be nominated to serve as a member on the
board and I look forward to serving the members of the Wisconsin Sheep
Breeders Cooperative.

Reid Formo grew up on a livestock and crop farm in Southwestern Minnesota,
where he was active in 4-H and FFA showing sheep, cattle and pigs. Upon
completion of his education at South Dakota State University where he earned
a Bachelor’s degree in Agricultural & Biological Engineering, he moved to WI
where he worked as an engineer for a livestock reproduction technology
company. Today as a family (wife Stephanie and children Kaitlyn, Andrew and
Caleb), they run 50 head of Southdown ewes as well as a few cattle and hogs
on a farm just outside of Blue Mounds. In addition to the farm, Reid operates
FAAR Solutions, an engineering firm specializing in automation and robotics,
with a special emphasis on agriculture related projects. We are committed to
and dedicated to agriculture in general, but we have a special interest in
helping the younger generations plug into the livestock industry. Reid’s wife
Stephanie is the youth coordinator for the American Southdown Association
where she focuses on providing opportunities for the youth within the breed to
get involved both in and out of the show ring. When not working on busy with
farm activities, Reid spends time coaching youth sports and chasing his kids to
sporting events and activities.

Eric Meudt currently resides in Whitewater, WI with this wife, Kayla, and sons
Ethan, Brady and Garrett. He has been involved with sheep since his youth 4-H
projects. He has been involved in many different aspects of the Wisconsin
sheep industry. He and his family currently own a few Hampshire-based ewes
and he enjoys working with youth and their lamb projects throughout the state.
He has previously served on the Wisconsin Sheep Breeds Cooperative board
and looks forward to the opportunity to potentially work with the current WSBC
board and members.

Debbie Kitchen – Augusta, WI
As a youth, my sister and I raised and exhibited sheep through 4-H and FFA.
After my parents sold the few commercial ewes they had, my sister and I
purchased some registered Southdown ewes. These ewes became the
foundation animals for our small flock. Once my siblings and I aged out of youth
organizations, my Dad continued to raise a few sheep. Eventually, my husband,
son and I took over his flock. What began as my passion has become our
family’s passion. In the last ten years, Wooly Rose Sheep has developed a
small and efficient flock of Border Leicester and Commercial Ewes. As the
quality of our flock increased, we have shown and merchandised sheep at
area, state and national shows. While managing our flock is a family affair, I
assume the main responsibility for the day-to-day care of the flock because my
husband is an over-the-road truck driver, and my son is in college.
Like many families who exhibit and show sheep, our family loves being involved
in promoting sheep, learning from other exhibitors and evaluating the quality of
our flock. We appreciate the camaraderie and friendships that we have
developed with sheep breeders from a variety of breeds. As area youth
expressed interest in learning about and showing sheep and hogs, Wooly Rose
Sheep developed a youth mentorship program. This provides youth an
opportunity to gain experience, acquire skills and raise an animal that they
exhibit at a county fair. It gives my family immense pleasure to see other youth
grow, learn and have remarkable success with their animals.
My background includes proven business and organizational experience and
success. Currently, I am the Fair Coordinator for the Eau Claire County Fair.
For the last 31 years, I have owned and operated Creative Touch Floral. As a
young adult with very few resources but a lot of determination and ambition, I
became a small business owner. I am currently treasurer of the Augusta United
Methodist Church, the Beautify Augusta Committee, and for the Circuit
Breeding Sheep Edition.
I would like to be selected to be on the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Board
because I offer an ideal mixture of flock ownership knowledge, operating a
small business background and first-hand experience of working with families
and youth involved in an organization that they are enthusiastic about. I feel
now is my time to give back to an organization that has done so much for our
son, Kevin. I also have extensive experience in working with youth. Having
been involved in the commercial sheep and breeding sheep I have qualities I
can help move the organization in a positive way. Thank you for your
consideration.

Elections will be held at the Annual Meeting to fill the
three open positions.

Registration for this event will be mailed to all WSBC members.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
14th Annual U.S. Targhee Sheep Association Starter Flock
Three Free Registered Targhee Sheep to be Awarded to Deserving Youth
The U.S. Targhee Sheep Association (USTSA) will again, for the 14th straight
year, be offering a free registered Targhee Starter flock to a deserving youth at
the 2022 USTSA National Show and Sale, held July 18-20, 2022, in Big
Timber. In previous years, the generous members of the USTSA have awarded
18 starter flocks, totaling 60 head of sheep, and have also donated almost
$14,000 towards buyers credits for the award winners to purchase additional
sheep at USTSA national sales. The winner must be present to receive the
flock and will be awarded one (1) ewe lamb, one (1) yearling ewe, and one (1)
brood ewe donated by members of the USTSA. Each animal will be a USTSA
registered animal, and at least QR in Scrapie Codon 171 genotype. The winner
will also receive a $150 credit for use toward purchase of additional animals at
the national sale.
Applications, due April 1st, are now available to download at
www.ustargheesheep.org or by contacting Mardy Rutledge at the USTSA office
(ustargheesheep@gmail.com or 702-292-5715). Any young person, ages 917, as of January 1, 2022, whose family does not raise Targhee sheep may
apply. Applicants should possess a keen interest in the U.S. sheep industry,
commitment to raising Targhee sheep over time, and a firm belief in the abilities
of the breed. Applicants must demonstrate proof of care, facilities, and
transportation. Aside from receiving the flock of sheep, the winning youth, will
be paired with a Targhee breeder living near them who will act as a mentor.
The association is committed to helping the winner succeed.
Targhee sheep are one of the few breeds developed in the United States at
the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station in Dubois, Idaho. Withstanding harsh
environments and minimal human intervention, while still producing high quality
lamb and wool are hallmark traits of Targhees. Mothering ability and gentle
dispositions are additional positive traits of the breed.
The U.S. Targhee Sheep Association believes in the future. The success the
program has had thus far has only affirmed it is the right thing to do for young
people. Please pass the word along to a young person you know. Visit the
USTSA website at www.ustargheesheep.org for more information.
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