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THE WISCONSIN SHEEP BREEDERS OFFICE HAS MOVED!

The office of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative and Wisconsin Sheep 
& Wool Festival has moved and is now located at 5621 N County Road F, 
Janesville, WI 53545. The new email address is wisconsinsheepbreeders@
gmail.com and the phone number changed to 608 743-9080. 
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Happy New Year From the WSBC!

By the time this message reaches your mailboxes we should have already 
experienced one month of 2019. With that, I hope that your able to say it is off to 
a great start and any resolutions made are still achievable. Speaking of resolutions, 
make it a resolution to attend the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative annual 
meeting taking place on March 10th, 2019 in Arlington Wisconsin at the UW Public 
Events Center. More information may be found in this publication and all members 
should look for an invite in their mailbox shortly. Our annual meeting is an important 
function of the Coop as we review the previous year, discuss the upcoming year, 
elect members to the Board of Directors and recognize a very deserving group of 
award recipients. As in the past, our meeting coincides with Arlington Sheep Days, 
the morning program provided by the UW Madison Sheep unit. I encourage you to 
take advantage of these learning opportunities if you are able.

Outside of this publication, you may ask, how else does the WSBC communicate 
with its members? Our website www.wisbc.com (I apologize in advance the new 
and improved site isn’t completed yet. It’s taking a little longer than originally 
anticipated but should be functional 1st quarter 2019), is one place to go when 
looking for information. Did you know the WSBC has a face book page? We do, 
and one for the Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival as well. Search for both of those 
pages and give us a like! Email, yes I said email. Starting this past fall, we have used 
email twice as a means to communicate with our membership. It hasn’t been fault 
free of course, utilizing the mail service mailchimp, more than one spam filter has 
decided to redirect our message. None of these methods are fool proof, but when 
combined together hopefully provide value and allow us to reach our members with 
information. 

Your Board of Directors has been busy these last few months working on 
the business of the WSBC. A large volume of time has been spent on process 
improvements and clarification. In these discussions, it became apparent our by laws 
were in need of an update and with that we enlisted an outside consultant from the 
UW Centers for Coops to help us navigate the process and provide input. I’m happy 
to say those By-Laws will be ready for review at our annual meeting in March, 
which was the boards goal.

If you’ve made it this far, thanks for taking the time, not only this issue, but 
in previous issues of The Wisconsin Shepherd for spending a few minutes sharing 
in my thoughts. The last four years serving as president of the WSBC has been 
extremely rewarding, sometimes challenging, but always a learning experience. I 
would encourage you to get involved in any way you feel you can. The strength of 
the WSBC and consequently the WSWF, is the members and the volunteers who are 
apart of both organizations. 

Whether lambing has already started, or you anxiously await for spring and 
pasture, I hope this lambing season is your most successful one yet!

Happy Shepherding,

Alan Thorson, WSBC President

President’s Message
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11TH ANNUAL ARLINGTON SHEEP DAY 
and 

WISCONSIN SHEEP BREEDERS COOPERATIVE 
2019 BANQUET, RECOGNITION PROGRAM & ANNUAL MEETING 

Saturday, March 9th, 2019 
Public Events Facility, Arlington Agricultural Research Station 

 

8:30 a.m. – Registration - Public Events Facility 

9:00 a.m. – Welcome�
Public Events Facility� Sheep Unit�
9:15 – Feed the flock to increase production – Dr. 

Dan Morrical, Premier 1 Supplies production advisor 

and Retired Sheep Extension Specialist, 
Iowa State University will cover basic nutrient 
requirements, micro mineral and vitamin 
supplementation to promote high health, immunity 
and hoof integrity.  

10:15 – “A year in the life” – Todd Taylor, Shepherd 
UW-Madison Arlington Sheep Unit, will discuss 
vaccination and treatment schedules associated with 
the UW Madison sheep unit. 

11:00 - Break 

11:15 – Finishing the Lamb Crop – Dr. Morrical 
covers feeds and finishing rations possibilities to help 
prevent nutritional disorders and economically finish 
your lamb crop! 

 

12:15 p.m. - Adjourn morning program�

9:15 Getting the most from your 
Market Lamb Project! 

 
Intended for youth sheep project members 
and interested parents 

 
Mr. Mark Johnson, Purina Feeds, show lamb 
advisor and co-owner of A&M Ranch, 
registered Southdowns will give you tips on 
selection, feeding, health care and training of 
youth market lamb projects.  Bring your 
educational cards to receive credit toward 
county meat animal sale requirements!! 

 
Noon – Return to Public Events 
Facility�

12:30 - Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative Banquet 

1:30 - Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative 2019 Recognition Program & Annual 
Meeting�

 
Arlington Sheep Day is sponsored by the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences of the University of Wisconsin-

Madison, Cooperative Extension of the University of Wisconsin-Extension,  
and the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative. 

For more information on the 11th Annual Arlington Sheep Day, contact Todd Taylor (608-846-5858,  

toddtaylor@wisc.edu) or Bernie O’Rourke (608-263-4304, borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu) 
 

For more information on the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative Annual Meeting & Recognition Banquet or 
membership to the WSBC, contact Jill Alf, Executive Secretary at 

(wisconsinsheepbreeders@gmail.com or 608/743-9080 after 5 pm weekdays) 
 

Directions 
Public Events Facility, Arlington Agricultural Research Station N695 

Hopkins Rd., Arlington, WI 53911 
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Directions 
Public Events Facility, Arlington Agricultural Research Station 

N695 Hopkins Rd., Arlington, WI 53911 
 

Directions: 
 
The Public Events Facility is located east of Interstate Hwy 90 and west of State Hwy 51 approximately 14 
miles north of the east side of Madison, WI. 
 
Arriving from the south on I 90: Exit at DeForest (Hwy V). Go left (west) on Hwy V over I 90. Take first 
right (north) onto Hwy I. Go north on Hwy I approximately 4 miles to Hwy K. Turn right (east) onto Hwy K. 
Go approximately 2 miles on Hwy K and turn right (south) onto Hopkins Rd. Go approximately ½ mile to 
Public Events Building. 
 
Arriving from the north on I 90: Exit at Arlington (Hwy 60). Go right (east) on Hwy 60 approximately 3.5 
miles. On the west side of Arlington, turn right (south) on Hwy I and go approximately 2 miles to Hwy K. 
Turn left (east) onto Hwy K. Go approximately 2 miles on Hwy K and turn right (south) onto Hopkins Rd. 
Go approximately ½ mile to Public Events Building. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Directions 
The Public Events Facility is located east of Interstate Hwy 90 and west of State Hwy 51 
approximately 14 miles north of the east side of Madison, WI.
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(One form for each individual or family-Please list all information if purchasing a WSBC membership) 
 

Sheep Day Attendance Name(s):    
 

Address:    
 

City, State, Zip:    
 

Phone: Email:    
 

WSBC Membership Name:   
 

Farm Name: Website Address:   
 

Breed(s) of Sheep Raised:   
 

Registration Fees Cost� Total�

(Registration available at the door only for the morning educational programs)�
Morning Educational Programs – Individual registration $8.00�

Morning Educational Programs – Family registration includes all family members $15.00�
Number�

WSBC Recognition Banquet (advance registration required, unless�
attending the morning educational sessions only)�
Menu: Leg of Lamb & Beef Tips w/Gravy, Herb Roasted Potatoes,�
Green Bean Casserole, 7-Layer Salad, Assorted Pie w/Ice-cream�
Open to all Sheep Day attendees & WSBC members X $15.00�
Children’s Menu: Same as above, youth 10 years and younger only X $6.00�

 
2019 WSBC Annual Membership Dues X $25.00�

 
Advance Registration Deadline: Postmarked by March 1, 2019 Total Due:�

 

Make checks payable to WSBC/send to: Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op 
   5621 N County Rd F 
   Janesville, WI 53545 
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Go approximately 2 miles on Hwy K and turn right (south) onto Hopkins Rd. Go approximately ½ mile to Public Events 
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As another year has come and gone, your Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Cooperative Board of Directors want to 
take the opportunity to thank our members, partners, and 
talented staff that made 2018 another outstanding year. 
Looking back, it is impressive to see the results of the effort 
that our members and volunteers have put forth and whose 
activities represent the hundreds of hours of planning and 
development behind the scenes. As we strive to fulfill 
the purposes of your organization as laid out by our by-
laws, we saw it fitting to wrap up the year by highlighting 
a few ways our values and purposes were brought to life 
throughout the year.

Bylaw 3 - Purposes
3.01 The purposes of this cooperative shall be to engage 

in any lawful act or activity for which cooperatives may be 
organized under Chapter 185, exclusively for educational, 
scientific and promotional purposes, including but not 
limited to:

* Promote the production, marketing, distribution and 
utilization of sheep, lamb and wool products.

* Collect and disseminate information relating to the 
practical and scientific phases of sheep production.

* Encourage youth participation in sheep projects.
* Identify and support research needs for sheep 
production and marketing.

* Disseminate information to the general public.
* Promote and encourage efficient marketing of sheep 
and a sound, healthy sheep industry in Wisconsin.

* Work with other state, regional and national 
organizations with similar objectives.

January – February
ASI Convention
Director Keith Schultz attended the ASI Annual 

Convention, held January 31 to February 3 in San Antonio, 
TX. The state directors participated in state-level meetings 
where we learned how directors from across the country are 
working to attract new members and retain current ones, as 
well as any steps they are taking to get their membership 
more involved in their state associations. They also 
learned about issues other states are facing that could have 
implications for our own state. In addition, delegates sat in 
on council meetings such as the Lamb Council, Research 
Management Council and Wool Round Table to hear about 
new research being performed, and to learn more about 
policies that they were asked to vote on during the Annual 
Meeting. Delegates attended the keynote and other speaker 

sessions, which delivered educational and inspirational 
presentations, plus attended social events and activities to 
further interact with attendees and gain additional ideas 
and tips that may be useful to our state association.

Wisconsin Proud!  Holley Schwartz of Watertown won 
the National Make It With Wool (MIWW) Junior Division 
in San Antonio while Sara Sybesma, Delavan, represented 
Wisconsin in San Antonio in the Senior Division.   She 
and Schwartz attended sewing sessions and toured the 
beautiful city.  Each received airfare to the national event 
from the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative and hotel 
accommodations from the National MIWW program.

March 
Arlington Sheep Day – The 2018 Arlington Sheep Day 

was held on March 10 with Dr. Travis Hoffman, Extension 
Sheep Specialist with North Dakota State University and 
University of Minnesota speaking on the producer’s role 
to ensure quality lamb and efforts that led to the 2015 U.S. 
National Lamb Quality Audit. He shared his experiences 
on how lamb is perceived within retail and foodservice 
sectors and identified opportunities for producers to 
improve lamb quality. Dr. Kay Nelson, DVM UW-
Madison and Dr. Annette Gendron-Fitzpatrick, Director of 
Pathology UW Madison, discussed lamb health issues and 
diagnosis including a demonstration on lamb necropsy. 
Cost of Production and Marketing Strategies for Producers 
was Dr. Hoffman’s second presentation providing an 
interactive look at how we can evaluate decisions that 
impact profitability via input costs and potential revenue 
generating income. 

In the youth program, Bernie O’Rourke and Alissa 
Grenawalt, UW-Madison Animal Sciences Department, 
discussed skillathon and sheep judging opportunities 
in their presentation on sharpening skillathon and 
judging skills A mock contest was also held which gave 
participants training that can help with competing at other 
events through the summer and into the fall, including the 
annual event held in conjunction with the Wisconsin Sheep 
& Wool Festival in September.

Annual Meeting
Dr. Jeff Held, South Dakota State University Sheep 

Extension Specialist, was presented with the 2018 Art Pope 
Award, which recognizes active involvement within and 
exceptional service to the industry over many years, both 
within Wisconsin and nationally. He is the son of Elmer 
and Etta Held of Oakfield, WI. Following completion of his 

The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders - A Look Back at 2018
Debbie Petzel, Director, Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Coopertaive
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PhD in ruminant nutrition at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison in 1990, Jeff Held moved on to become Professor 
and South Dakota State University (SDSU) Extension 
Sheep Specialist where he has been integral to that state’s 
sheep industry for nearly three decades.

Rusty Burgett, Program Director for the National Sheep 
Improvement Program (NSIP), was the recipient of the 
2018 Wisconsin Sheep Industry Award. Burgett received 
his Masters Degree at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and managed the sheep research program at the 
UW Spooner Research Station from 2013 to 2015. Rusty 
started as NSIP’s Program Director in April 2015.

Kathryn Ashley-Wright, La Farge, WI, received the 
2018 Master Shepherd - Wool Award. In addition to her 
flock of sheep, Ashley-Wright owns a yarn business called 
Ewetopia and offers full service custom milling for fiber.

Alf Hampshires of Edgerton received the 2018 Master 
Shepherd Award in the Purebred Division. Jill has been the 
WSBC Secretary since 2000. Alf Hampshires, the result 
of three generations devoted to the sheep industry. Jill’s 
father, John Grunzel Jr., raised and exhibited Shropshire 
sheep as a young boy and developed a prominent Suffolk 
flock in the early 70’s.

The recipients for 2018 Friend of the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Cooperative Award were Bernie O’Rourke, 
University of Wisconsin Madison, Extension Youth 
Livestock Specialist, and her husband, Ron Patterson. 
Established in 2011, this award annually recognizes 
persons, businesses ororganizations that have provided 
outstanding support and service to the Cooperative or to 
its primary event, the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival.

The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Ccooperative makes a 
$2500 donation to the University of Wisconsin Foundation 
on behalf of the Meat Science and Muscle Biology 
Building Fund.

Summer – Communication Committee member 
began the process of rebuilding the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders website. 

August 
Wisconsin State Fair – The WSBC State Fair Sheep 

Show Representative for the past 10 years has been 
Sue Rupnow. Sue brought your suggestions to the WSF 
meetings and was our advocate for the sheep industry and 
the youth participating in the sheep project at the WSF. 
Sue’s term has ended but please continue to bring your 
suggestions forward to Sheep Superintendent Barb Bishop 
or assistants Debbie Petzel and Nancy Burton. WSBC 
provides a doughnut and coffee/juice/milk breakfast during 
both open sheep shows for all exhibitors and families.

The Wool Works Booth
The Wisconsin Wool Works! is located in the Sheep Barn 

at the Wisconsin State Fair and provides an opportunity 
for Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op members to market 
their items to the general public.  General Manager Carol 
Black, along with state fair booth managers Kim Ogle 
and Charlie Neuman and a dedicated staff of consignor 
volunteers oversee the operations of the booth and fiber 
arts demonstrations throughout the fair’s 11 day run. The 
Wisconsin Wool Works! also has a booth at the Wisconsin 
Sheep & Wool Festival where consignors have a second 
opportunity to sell their products to the general public.

September - Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival

Shepherds Auctions  - Chaired by WSBC Director 
Ryan Bingen, the 2018 Shepherd’s Auction brought in 
$3,200 on the sale of thirty eight donations given generously 
from contributors and donors. Thanks to everyone involved 
for your generous support of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Coop’s Youth and Education Funds. Also chaired by 
Bingen, the annual Used Equipment Auction grossed over 
$6,000 thanks to twenty three consignors who brought in a 
wide variety of items. The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-
op receives 15% commission on gross sales. Special thanks 
to Bob Johnson and Bryon Schumacher for their help. 

 Continued on page 8
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 Silent Auction - Chaired by Tim Miller, and assisted 
by Richard and Sylvia Roembke, Etta Held and Richard 
and Barb Schultz, the Silent Auction at the 2018 Wisconsin 
Sheep & Wool Festival set an all-time record of $4,661. 
This was made possible by the generous donations of 
both festival vendors and contributors, and all those who 
supported the auction with their bids.

Make It With Wool - The 2018 Wisconsin State Make 
It With Wool Competition was held during the Wisconsin 
Sheep & Wool Festival on September 8.  Junior and Senior 
winners, Amara Bugenhagen and Kimberly Westenberg 
won the opportunity travel to the national MIWW 
competition in New Orleans, LA in January.  Adult winner, 
Theresa Braun prepared a video featuring her garment and 
submitted it to the National Contest held in California where 
a panel of judges would determine a National Winner.  The 
National Adult Winner would then be notified and would 
receive a trip to the national contest in New Orleans.  The 
major sponsor of the Make It With Wool competition is the 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative.

Carcass Contest - The 4th annual Commercial Lamb 
Carcass Competition was held at the Wisconsin Sheep & 
Wool Festival in Jefferson, WI. The pens of three lambs 
were ranked by Zane Bone, market lamb judge from 
College Station, TX. Three pens of lambs participated: 
The Bracen Brandt (Rock Springs, WI) and Debbie Petzel 
(Centuria, WI) pens were blackfaced crosses with a large 
dose of Hampshire breeding, and the lambs in the Ralph 
Giorno (Whitewater, WI) pen were Ile de France crosses. 
All lambs were harvested at the federally inspected plant 
at Pinn-Oak Ridge Farms, Delavan, WI owned by Steve 
and Darlene Pinnow. Carcasses were measured, evaluated, 
and placed by Ron Russell, Senior Lecturer in Meat 
Science, with assistance from Bernie O’Rourke, Extension 
Livestock Youth Specialist, of the Department of Animal 
Sciences, UW-Madison.

Stock Exchange - What a great opportunity to market 
your sheep! Once again, one whole barn at the Wisconsin 
Sheep & Wool Festival was set aside to allow our members 
to promote their farm and an opportunity to market their 
breeding stock to fellow shepherds. This year, 32 pens 
were filled and the Stock Exchange continues to sell out of 
pens year after year and provides tremendous networking 
value for producers. Thanks to Steve Bingen, Elmer Held 
and others for coordinating this event for our members.

Fleece Show - 2018 marked the addition of a new 
breed class at the WSWF Fleece Show - the Gotland 
breed.  There were 268 fleeces entered in total at festival 
(71 in the Midwest Shetland Sheep Breeders Association 

(MSSBA) show, 30 in the National American Gotland 
Fleece Show, 50 in the Junior show, and 117 in the Open 
show).  The MSSBA show was judged by Sue Thwaites 
of the United Kingdom, the Gotland show was judged by 
Holin Kennen of Evansville, Wisconsin, and the Junior and 
Open shows were judged by Letty Klein of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, and Deborah Robson of Fort Collins, Colorado.

Scholarships - WSBC awarded four scholarships in 
2018 Winners were Brady Meudt, Katie Bugenhagen. 
Brody Jones, and Brianna Jones. Brady Meudt is the son 
of Eric Meudt of Whitewater, WI and Jenny Pinnow of 
Delavan, WI and a 2018 recipient of a Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Co-op scholarship. Brady is a graduate

of Whitewater High School and attending UW La Crosse, 
majoring in Biology. Katie Bugenhagen is the daughter of 
Jennifer and Matthew Bugenhagen of Mukwonago, WI and 
a graduate of Mukwonago High School. A recipient of a 
2018 WSBC scholarship, she is attending the University of 
Arkansas, majoring in Poultry Science. Brianna and Brody 
Jones are recipients of 2018 Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Co-op scholarships and are graduates of eAchieve Online 
Academy. Both are attending University of Wisconsin 
Parkside, Brianna majoring in Marketing and Brody in 
Graphic Design. Their parents are Jim and Barb Jones of 
Big Bend, WI. 

Youth Sweepstakes - Now celebrating its tenth year, 
the Youth Sweepstakes continues to be a popular and 
growing activity at the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival, 
and a focus of the educational opportunities provided to 
young people from eight to twenty one years old. Though 
exhibiting animals can play a part in the scoring process 
in the competition within the four age categories it’s not 
just about the showring. In total, there are a dozen areas 
in which kids can test their skills including: Junior Fleece 
Show; Judging Contest; Poster Contest; :Lead Line; Youth 
Sweepstakes Showmanship; MSSBA Youth Showmanship; 
Skillathon; Junior Breeding Sheep Show; Market Lamb 
Show; MSSBA Fleece Show; MSBBA Breeding Sheep 
Show; and Photo Contest. It takes four scores to trigger 
a qualifying score in the sweepstakes, and at a minimum 
two of those scores need to come from the list of six events 
deemed educational, such as the skillathon or judging 
contest. In all, there were fifty qualifying participants 
in the Youth Sweepstakes this year, according to Todd 
Taylor, who along with Youth Extension Specialist Bernie 
O’Rourke, Ron Patterson and Lynnette Taylor, compiled 
the results and scores of over one hundred individuals. 

The success of your co-op would not be possible 
without the time and talents of our members, volunteers, 
staff and Board of Directors. Thank you for an exceptional 
year, once again.

Continued from page 7 
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NATIONAL TARGHEE SHOW & SALE  
RETURNS TO WISCONSIN!

The United States Targhee Sheep Association is excited to be coming back to Wisconsin 
for their 2019 National Show & Sale. All events will take place at the Lodi Agricultural Fair 
Grounds with the junior show being held on Thursday, July 18, the futurity, open and wool 
shows being held on Friday, July 19, and the national sale being held on, Saturday, July 20. 

Updated information will be available on the USTSA website (www.ustargheesheep.org) 
or if you have questions, please contact the event chairpersons, Todd and Lynnette Taylor, 
TaylorSheep@yahoo.com, or Leslie and Jeff Nevens, AandJNevensLivestock@frontier.
com), or the USTSA Secretary, Mardy Rutledge - ustargheesheep@gmail.com.

The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative (WSBC) 
is pleased to announce the completion of a five-year 
funding agreement for the UW-Madison Arlington 
Agriculture Research Station Sheep Unit, managed by 
Todd Taylor. Tightening budgets, the elimination of Dr. 
Dave Thomas’ position following his retirement, and re-
organizational concerns within the College of Agricultural 
and Life Sciences (CALS) heightened the need for the 
establishment of outside support for the services that the 
Sheep Unit provides to the sheep industry of Wisconsin.

The five-year, $30,000 total funding agreement will be 
used to support up to two student interns within the UW-
Madison Arlington Sheep Unit. This will allow the unit to 
continue its important contributions to both Wisconsin’s 
sheep industry as a whole through extension work, and to 
the agricultural youth it supports through its sponsored 
programs, while providing an opportunity for teaching 
and mentoring new youth brought into the industry.

Funding will be provided through annual contributions 
by the WSBC through a newly created account within 
the University of Wisconsin Foundation. This structure 
of giving ensures that 100% of the contribution will 
go directly to the Arlington Sheep Unit. The WSBC 
would like to thank Dr. Tom Crenshaw of CALS for his 
invaluable assistance in the formation of this support 
program, Megan Jordan from CALS for facilitating 

the completion of the giving agreement, and Annie 
Engebretson from the UW Foundation for the support in 
the creation of the fund.

Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Commits to Support for Arlington Sheep Unit

A five-year commitment totaling $30,000 by the Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Co-op (WSBC) will now support up to 
two student interns at the UW-Madison Arlington Sheep 
Unit managed by Shepherd Todd Taylor. The Sheep 
Unit currently cooperates closely with the WSBC on the 
Arlington Sheep Day, Beginning Sheep Shearing School 
and the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival.

Jeff Nevens, Vice-President, Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative
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The Mint Gold Ranch near DePere, 
Wisconsin is operated by Dale and 
Judy Dobberpuhl, who have been in 
the sheep business for 26 years. What 
began as a 4-H project for their two 
youngest children eventually grew to 
a flock of both crossbred ewes and 
purebred Suffolks, though over the 
years Dorsets and White Dorpers 
were added, as well as a large, 
pasture-managed commercial flock. 

In recent years the Dobberpuhls 
have focused on their favorite part of 
the breeding program and developing 
Registered Suffolks that have 
become nationally recognized for 
their large loineyes. Having enrolled 
in the National Sheep Improvement 
Program (NSIP) in 1995, they 
currently run about 80 Suffolk ewes, 
thirty of which are replacements. The 
emphasis is on fast genetic progress, with ewes two 
or more years old sold to new NSIP flocks to help 
kick-start production. After scanning twice a year 
(both early and late borns) for fifteen years Dale and 
Judy continue to select for heavy muscling and large 
loineyes, and their progress has resulted in a steadily 
growing market for rams among breeders for show, 
carcass competition and direct marketers of lamb. 

As they continued to develop their breeding 
program, NSIP became a critical tool for selecting 
superior animals across several traits. The flock was 
divided with each half focused on a different goal, 
one being loineye while the other half on growth 
with above average loineyes. The Dobberpuhls 
found that breeders in the Eastern U.S. were strong 
in direct marketing of larger muscle cuts for their 
customer base and preferred rams from the muscle 
and loineye side of the flock. The Eastern NSIP 

sale in Wooster, Ohio, held in the middle of August, 
has been very good market for muscle-type sheep, 
with sires selling to customers like Virginia Tech 
University. 

The growth and muscle side of the flock has seen a 
healthy increase in breeding ram sales and the Center 
of the Nation NSIP Sale in Spencer, Iowa in late July 
has been an excellent outlet for those rams which 
then become a seedstock base for other producers 
to sell breeding rams to range flocks. As breeders 
continue to test the offspring of these sires for 
growth rate, the resulting added profit is significant 
enough to justify the continued purchase of NSIP 
growth-type rams and has resulted in sales to several 
western states. That emphasis on performance led to 
the sale of thirty four breeding ewes and eighteen 
rams in 2018, all registered Suffolks, all codon RR, 
production tested with NSIP numbers.

Dobberpuhls Confident NSIP Is The Future of Industry

Since 1995 the National Sheep Improvement Program has been a cornerstone 
in the development of the Dale and Judy Dobberpuhl flock of registered 
Suffolks, a flock built around both muscle and loineye and one that has 
enjoyed growing success in sales of breeding stock across the country. Dale is 
a past director of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op.
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When asked about the future of the sheep 
industry, the Dobberpuhl response is unequivocal: 
“The future will belong to a flock with a maternal 
breed or crossbred ewes and bred to terminal sires 
with excellent growth numbers. Both maternal and 
terminal sires need to have excellent NSIP proven 
records.” Comparing beef to sheep, Dale points out 
that, “Where beef do well, sheep do better,” adding, 
“a beef cow will eat the same amount as five ewes. 
Each ewe should produce 1.7 lambs and 150% of 
her body weight in lambs over 120 days. Which 
would you rather sell at 120 days - a 400 pound calf 
or 1275 pounds of lamb?”

As they look ahead the Dobberpuhls are cautiously 
optimistic. “As we reach our senior years we hope 
younger breeders will carry on a similar breeding 
program based on NSIP production numbers and 
lead the sheep industry to a more profitable situation. 
We are always willing to help anyone in developing 
a sheep flock based on proven production numbers. 
Sheep can and will be in the future.”

A unique family tradition takes over Mint Gold Ranch every 
June when Dale and Judy Dobberpuhl hold Grandpa’s Sheep 
Camp, inviting their fourteen grandchildren to train 28 lambs 
to lead for the Interstate Livestock Show held in Polk County. 
The kids also show at the Brown County Fair and state fair.

LAMB AUCTION
EQUITY COOPERATIVE LIVESTOCK

SALES ASSOCIATION’S

www.equitycoop.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please Call 800-362-3989, ext 131.

Your full-service livestock marketing, 
commodity trading and agricultural

fi nancing cooperative!

Proven as one of the MOST COMPETITIVE
forms of marketing lambs.

IT’S THE WAY TO GO!Support Your Industry!
Join the Wisconsin  

Sheep Breeders Co-op

Family memberships only $25 / year

608 868-2505
www.wisbc.com 
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The Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival is the primary 
activity and source of revenue for the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Cooperative and an event that takes the energy, 
enthusiasm and initiative of well over one hundred 
volunteers. Planning for the festival is a year-long effort 
involving instructor proposals, booking motel rooms, 
finding food vendors, reconciling accounts and scores of 
other responsibilities that require hundreds of hours of 
behind-the-scenes effort. Here are a few frequently asked 
questions about your festival and some insight into what it 
takes to make it happen:

What is the Wonders of Wool?
In 2018, the Wonders of Wool was comprised of 

72 separate fiber arts classes, taught over four days by 
thirty nine instructors from eight states. There were 837 
individual class registrations for an 86% fill rate. The 
classes required three buildings, along with 125 tables, 
330 chairs and 990 feet of draping. 

How much revenue does the Wonders of 
Wool bring in?

In 2018 the classes grossed $63,030.

What are the other major sources of 
income at Jefferson?

Gate revenue increased to $33,624 in 2018. The Country 
Store, outside and Activity Center vendors brought in a 
gross of $33,125 in fees (exclusive of food vendors). 

What kind of promotion is there for the 
festival?

The catalog is the primary promotional piece, with 8500 
printed last year, with 5825 bulk mailed on request, with 
the balance sent first class, distributed at the Wisconsin 
State Fair or available for pickup at the festival. The 2018 
catalog was printed by Leader Printing of Eau Claire at a 
cost of $15,186, including postage. 

In addition to the catalog, 15,000 promotional flyers are 
printed each year and distributed to vendors for mailing 
or handouts at other fiber events. There are also 6500 
brochures printed for handout at the gates. Hundreds of 
press releases and calendar listings are also sent out, while 
advertising tradeouts account for exposure to an audience 

in excess of 225,000 readers. In the month before the 
event the festival website will average over 25,000 visits. 

What does it cost to hold the festival at 
the fairgrounds?

It cost $27,941 to rent the Jefferson County Fair Park 
in 2018, including the cost of tables, chairs, draping and 
portable toilets.

How many vendors do we have at Jefferson? 
Last year we had 136 vendors from 16 states. 

What does it cost to insure this event?
Liability insurance coverage is provided through the 

American Sheep Industry Association (ASI) of which 
the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative is a member. 
Currently, the additional annual policy premium is $185.

How many kids go through the youth 
activities at Jefferson?

This past year there were 53 youth entered in the 
judging contest, 57 in the Youth Sweepstakes, while 98 
went through the Skillathon.

How many motel rooms does the festival 
require?

In 2018 the festival accounted for 74 room nights at the 
Holiday Inn Express Fort Atkinson to take care of lodging 
for instructors, judges, and volunteers. 

How many sheep are shown at the festival?
In 2018 the Open Show had 170 shown in the wool 

breeds, 250 in the meat breed classes. In the Junior Show, 
there were 89 head shown in the wool breeds division and 
225 in the meat breeds. The Market Lamb Show brought 
in 144 entries.

The Midwest Shetland Sheep Breeders Association 
(MSSBA) drew 118 entries from 32 exhibitors across 
eleven states.

The information provided is based on that available as of January 
15, 2019 and may be subject to revision. For more information 
please contact Bob Black at rbblack@powercom.net or Jill Alf at 
wisconsinsheepbreeders@gmail.com. Questions regarding the festival 
are welcomed!

A Few FAQs About the Festival
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For years the Sheep & Goat Barn 
at the Wisconsin State Fair has held 
one of the better kept secrets of the 
fair experience. It might not be what 
the average fairgoer would think 
of as the go-to place to for hand-
knitted sweaters, yarn, sheepskin 
slippers and roving, but once 
through the door, most first-time 
visitors are hooked. The Wisconsin 
Wool Works! is definitely habit 
forming. 

Envisioned in 1999 by a small 
group of enthusiasts as a way to 
both promote and merchandise 
Wisconsin-sourced fiber products, 
and sponsored by the Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Co-op, the booth 
has grown from its original, 
tightly packed 400 square feet 
to double the size. Thanks to the 
encouragement and investment 
of state fair’s Agriculture Department, the emphasis has 
grown to encompass education about the fiber arts and 
the added space has allowed a steady stream of local 
guild members and consignors to daily demonstrate their 
skills at spinning, knitting, weaving and felting. It’s rare 
not to see children - and adults - watching intently as the 
mysteries of a drop spindle are explained or trying their 
hand at a spinning wheel. 

The focus, of course, is on sales and promotion for the 
sheep and fiber industries over the fair’s eleven-day run. 
Consignors are required to be co-op members and to give 
at least a day to the booth to answer questions, help with 
the cash register or demonstrate a skill. For the opportunity 
to sell their products to hundreds of daily visitors passing 
through the sheep barn, consignors pay 25% of their 
respective gross sales to the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders. 
Combined with the sales from the Wisconsin Wool 
Works! booth at the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival, the 
cooperative nets between $5,000 and $8,000 a year after 
expenses. While the goal is to first promote Wisconsin 
artists and businesses, commercially-sourced items often 
fill the gaps in product displays. 

In addition to the dozen consignors and volunteers who 
help on a daily basis at the fair, the Wool Works is managed 

by Kim Ogle, Saint Francis; Charlie Neuman, Milwaukee; 
and Carol Black, Columbus. The festival booth at Jefferson 
is managed by Black and Neuman and staffed by another 
six consignors and volunteers. 

While the physical structure that houses the Wool Works 
is owned by the Wisconsin State Fair, the Sheep Breeders is 
responsible for most of the upgrades and maintenance. The 
booth is also subject to the scrutiny of the Wisconsin State 
Fair Vendor Services which yearly evaulates and scores 
each vendor against a set of standards in the fair’s Vendor 
Manual, offering suggestions for improvement where 
appropriate. A perfect score is 5.0 and in 2018 the Wool 
Works received a score of 4.5. But keeping the shopping 
experience fresh is a challenge, especially with hundreds 
of items displayed in less than 800 square feet and with an 
eye on the budget. However, in recent years the Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders has made numerous investments in the 
space such as installing an epoxy floor, adding lighting, 
investing in displays and painting. For the foreseeable 
future, the Wisconsin Wool Works! will keep telling the 
story of Wisconsin's fiber artists and industry, building 
that habit forming experince among its many customers. 
For more information about the Wisconsin Wool Works! 
contact Carol Black at 920 296-0326; Kim Ogle at 414 
702-8121 or Charlie Neuman at 414 445-2927.

Two Decades and Counting: Wisconsin Wool Works! A Success Story

Kim Ogle (l.), St. Francis and Charlie Neuman, Milwaukee, help manage the 
Wisconsin Wool Works! booth at the Wisconsin State Fair, now going into its 
twentieth year. Located in the middle of the Sheep & Goat Barn, the Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Co-op's retail space attracts hundreds of fairgoers during the 
eleven-day run of the fair and displays the products of over two dozen consignors. 
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The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative (WSBC) 
is once again sponsoring up to $4000 in scholarships 
to support deserving students. Consideration will 
be given to qualified applicants who have graduated 
from high school and current college students. Parents 
(guardians) or the applicant must have been members 
of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op for a minimum 
of two (2) years including the year of application. The 
applicant must be a high school senior graduating in 
2019 or college student age 25 or younger. 

The applicant must be enrolled in UW-Madison 
Agriculture Short Course, technical school/college, 
community college or an accredited four-year college in 
the fall of 2019. Previous WSBC scholarship recipients 
are not eligible to re-apply.

Applicant must have carried sheep as a 4-H or FFA 
project for a minimum of 2 years. Applicants are ranked 
according to the following criteria:

•   WSBC and/or Other Sheep Related Groups 
Involvement

•  Sheep Project Activities, Responsibilities and Growth
•  Leadership/Community Service
•   4-H, FFA Offices Held, Leadership Roles and 

Awards Received
•   Scholastic Achievement and Educational Goals and 

Future Plans 
Additional information and application forms may 

be found at: www.wisbc.com. Applications are due 
(postmarked) June 15, 2019. Late applications will not 
be accepted. 

The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders scholarships are 
wholly funded through the proceeds of the Silent and 
Shepherd’s auctions at the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool 

Festival, monies that also support the Wisconsin Sheep 
& Wool Festival Youth Sweepstakes and other youth 
educational opportunities throughout the year. The WSBC 
Board of Directors thanks those contributors, buyers and 
volunteers whose generosity supports these efforts. The 
following are recipients of WSBC scholarships since the 
program’s inception:
2001  Paula Ace - Jennifer Johnson
2002 Laura Troxel - Steven Anderson
2003  Lynn Klug Blank - Kathleen Connors -  

Megan Bishop - Susan Orth
2004  David Dittbrenner - Alecia Treml -  

William Glewen - Emily Steck
2005  Erin Glunz - Josh Brubacher -  

Dakota Bockenhauer - Kimber Seibel
2006  Katherine Kuykendall - John Alf
2007  Alison Glunz - Sara Hammer 
2008 Jill Miller - Jordan Alf
2009  John Jones - Kally Bockenhauer -  

Tom Schambow - Erin Roembke
2010 Amanda Veum - Kristen Kohlman
2011  Alyssa Baumer - Laura Monson -  

Abby Sattler - Lauren Metcalf
2012 Rachel Schambow
2013 Jessica Alf
2014 Robyn Wittkopf - Jessica Taylor
2015  Andy Nevens - Clint Dallas -  

Rebecca Roembke
2016 Anatole Weiring
2017   Auretta Wittkopf - Jillian Bingen -  

Hannah Taylor - Mariah Richardson
2018   Brady Meudt - Brody Jones - Brianna Jones - 

Katie Bugenhagen 

Apply by June 15 for WSBC Scholarships

2018 WISCONSIN SHEEP BREEDERS CO-OP 
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! 

Up to $4000 in scholarships are awarded annually based on qualified  
applications submitted and at the discretion of the Scholarship Committee. 

INFORMATION and APPLICATION FORM AVAILABLE ONLINE 
WWW.WISBC.COM

APPLICATIONS DUE (Postmarked) JUNE 15, 2019 
Late applications not accepted.
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Recognizing the importance of the commercial lamb 
industry in Wisconsin, the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative has made a contribution to the new Meat Science 
& Animal Biologics Discovery Building on the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison campus.

According to the University, 
the mission of the new facility 
includes:
•  Training the next generation 

of meat industry leaders with 
cutting edge insightfulness 
and technologies;

•  Supporting innovative 
research interests 
through interdisciplinary 
collaborative efforts;

•  Providing outreach 
education to foster the 
production of wholesome 
meat products for the 
consuming public and;

•  Driving economic 
development of the meat 
industry and assisting 
today’s meat crafters to hone their skills through courses 
such as Wisconsin Master Meat Crafter Training Program, 
which was created to help forward-thinking professionals 
in today’s meat industry get advanced training they can use 
to grow their businesses and create new artisan products.

The $2500 donation was part of a challenge match 
sponsored by Jones Dairy Farm of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin 
which matched all donations made in the first quarter of 
2018 dollar-for-dollar. That brought the total donation to the 
building fund to $5000 in the name of the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders which will be recognized on the donor wall of the 
new facility. The Jones Dairy Farm challenge raised more 
than $700,000 in support of the Meat Science & Animal 
Biologics Discovery program. 

The $50 million Meat Science & Animal Biologics 
Discovery building is scheduled to be completed in April 
of this year with approximately 37,000 ASF (actual square 
footage) to support the meat industry of the State of 
Wisconsin. Located at 1933 Observatory Drive, the facility 

will support work in three main areas: meat science, the 
discovery of animal biologics and meat safety. Meat science 
ranges from animal harvest to retail product, and the new 
building will have a retail store, Bucky’s Varsity Meats. 
Animal biologics are non-meat tissues or molecules that are 

co-products of livestock and poultry harvest which can have 
benefits for animal or human health. Following discovery 
through commercialization, the aim is that these products 
will add value to the animal. Meat safety will involve the 
study of methods to kill meat pathogenic bacteria of human 
importance. Commercial interests of all types of meat 
businesses – very small to very large – will benefit from 
research and training that will occur in this building. The 
project replaces the existing Meat Science & Muscle Biology 
Laboratory which was built in three sections in 1931, 1959, 
and 1969. The need and opportunity to construct a new 
building for these purposes was recognized by the Wisconsin 
livestock and meat industries, the Wisconsin Legislature and 
Governor, and many corporate and private individual donors. 

Carcass contest lambs from the 2019 Wisconsin Sheep & 
Wool Festival will be harvested and processed in this new 
facility.

Thanks to Daniel Schaefer, Director and Rochelle Ripp Schnadt, Senior Marketing 
Specialist, University of Wisconsin-Madison Meat Science & Animal Biologics 
Discovery for contributing to this article.

Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Takes Part in Jones Dairy Farm Challenge: 
Donates to UW Meat Science & Animal Biologics Discovery Building

Photo: University of Wisconsin-Madison College of Agriculture and Life Sciences  
A $2500 donation by the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op was part of a challenge 
match sponsored by Jones Dairy Farm of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin which matched all 
donations made in the first quarter of 2018 dollar-for-dollar. That brought the total 
donation to the building fund to $5000 in the name of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
which will be recognized on the donor wall of the new facility. The $50 million facility 
on the Madison campus will be completed in April.
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Windswept Crest Farm is located in 
northwestern Wisconsin near Centuria, where 
Debbie Petzel shepherds her current flock of 
about fifty Hampshire cross-bred commercial 
ewes and forty purebred Shropshire ewes and 
lambs.

She grew up on a dairy and beef farm in 
Cushing, WI and after college married a dairy 
farmer. The dairy herd was sold about fifteen 
years ago and with husband Mark, the couple 
transitioned to beef cattle, now grown to a 150-
cow herd. It wasn’t until about twenty years ago 
that they began their sheep operation, which 
started when daughter Emily, now twenty five, 
wanted to show sheep. Like many families 
that start youth livestock projects, a few lambs 
eventually grew to a significant and competitive 
purebred breeding flock. Debbie currently 
lambs out approximately seventy ewes in mid-
January to mid-March and another twenty ewes 
in September to produce replacement ewes for 
the flock, breeding stock, market lambs for youth 
projects, as well as commercial lambs that are 
finished on the farm and sold through a variety 
of meat markets. In addition, she and Mark also 
raise corn and hay and have put acreage into a 
rotational grazing system.

The Petzel family includes daughter Lindsay, 
who teaches 6th grade at Grantsburg, and her son 
Morgan (7 years old); and daughters Katie and 
Emily who both graduated from UW-Madison. 
Katie is an assistant project manager at Prairie 
Restorations in Scandia, MN and Emily is 
working on her PhD in Ruminant Nutrition at 
University of Missouri- Mizzou, Columbia, MO.

2019 marks Petzel’s fifth year as a board member 
for Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative, where 

she has served on both the Communications and 
the Scholarship committees. Her responsibilities 
at the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival include 
coordinating the photo contest, setting up the 
decorations and backdrop in the open and 
junior sheep shows, assisting at Skillathon and 
generally helping wherever needed. Her family 
was a member of the Indianhead Sheep Breeders 
Association (ISBA) for about ten years, where 
she served a term on the ISBA Board of Directors, 
helping to develop and maintain a new website, 
creating an ISBA Facebook page and serving 
as the Chairperson of the ISBA Youth Clinic. 
She has been a member of the Polk County 4-H 
Sheep Committee, Sheep Project Leader for 
the Northern Lights 4-H Club, a member of the 
Interstate Livestock Show Committee, helped 
form the Northern Show Circuit organization 
and has conducted sheep skillathons for youth 
at various events. Having retired from nearly 

Meet Your Director – Debbie Petzel

Debbie Petzel, shown next to husband Mark, along with 
daughters (l-r) Lindsay, Emily and Katie and grandson 
Morgan, is in her fifth year serving as a director of the 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op. 
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thirty years of teaching at 
Unity Elementary School, 
Debbie is currently a 
substitute teacher for several 
school districts. As an avid 
photographer, she often 
travels to county fairs in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin 
to judge photography and 
arts and crafts. She also 
makes the six hour trek 
to Milwaukee work at the 
Wisconsin State Fair in the 
sheep department during 
both open sheep show 
weekends, which she says is 
a great way to help inform 
urban fairgoers about the 
livestock industry and 
sheep. She has also applied 
for an American Lamb 
Board grant put together the 
Baa Booth as an educational 
outreach at the state fair. She 
sums up her experience as a 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
director by highlighting 
her interest in promotion 
and youth. “As a member 
of the WSBC Board of 
Directors, I’ve enjoyed 
working with the youth 
programs and in the future 
I’d like to work together 
with other local, state and 
national organizations 
to cooperatively provide 
programs, resources and 
events to promote the sheep 
industry in Wisconsin and 
beyond.”

Located in northwest Wisconsin, Windswept Crest Farm transitioned fifteen years 
ago from a dairy operation and is now home to 40 purebred Shropshire and 50 
Hampshire-cross ewes, along with a 150 cow beef herd. 

Debbie Petzel lambs out about seventy ewes in mid-January and another twenty in 
September for breeding stock, replacements and project lambs, as well finishing 
lambs on the farm that are sold to a variety of retail outlets.
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The Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative (WSBC) is scheduled for Saturday, March 9, 
2019, at the Public Events Facility, Arlington Agriculture 
Research Station, Arlington, WI. Held in conjunction 
with the Arlington Sheep Day, the dinner will begin at 
12:30 p.m. and the recognition program, meeting and 
election will start at 1:30 p.m. For information please 
contact Jill Alf at 608 743-9080, email jill.alf11@gmail.
com or wisconsinsheepbreeders@gmail.com . 

There are three openings on the Board of Directors: 
Sue Rupnow is ineligible to run again; Todd Baumer 
resigned in the fall of 2018 and Stephanie Formo has 
chosen not to run for a full 3-year term. The candidates 
are: Tim Jergenson, Laurel Kiefer, Nancy Burton, Lynn 
Lee, Lisa Paskey, Greg Brickner and Dan Smerchek. 

Greg Brickner - Wonewoc 
My name is Greg Brickner and, with my family, own 

and operate a sheep farm in Wonewoc, WI. We have 
raised sheep for 15 years and before that we milked 
cows. We currently have 250 ewes in a pasture-based 
system. 

I am also a veterinarian and was in a large animal 
practice until 2016. Since then I have worked for 
Organic Valley, a farmer-owned dairy cooperative, as a 
veterinarian and grazing specialist. 

I am interested in the sharing of ideas between 
shepherds of all size farms and flocks who are interested 
in producing quality meat, wool, and milk. I hope to 
promote the use of pasture and forages on Wisconsin 
sheep farms and have those farms share their best ideas. 
We want our farms and their produce to be looked at 
favorably by our consumers from the perspectives of 
human, animal, and environmental health. To that end 
it is necessary that livestock production be based on 
quality pastures and forages, with grain and concentrates 
playing a smaller role. I would like to see ideas shared 
at the Sheep and Wool Festival, in WSBC publications 
and at visits to Wisconsin sheep farms during the year. 

Lynn Lee - Campbellsport 
Happy New Year fellow WSBC members! I am 

excited for the opportunity to serve on the Board of 
Directors of the WSBC. I have been involved in the 
sheep industry for as long as I can remember. My family 

started ‘Highland Hampshires’ in 1972, and my mom 
and uncles showed sheep at the county, regional and 
state level. As soon as I was old enough, my Uncle Gary 
had me showing sheep in the Open Class division at our 
local county fair. I still remember what I was wearing, 
the sheep I showed, and the ‘pretty princess’ that handed 
me my first blue ribbon. Needless to say, I have been 
hooked ever since!

As I continue into the depths of adulthood, sheep have 
remained an integral part of my being. My husband, 
Devon, and I established our own farm, ‘Lone Rooster 
Farm’ in 2011. Lone Rooster Farm focuses on raising 
happy, healthy animals for the freezer. In a typical 
year, we raise and butcher Hampshire and Southdown 
feeder lambs, Berkshire Pigs, Red Ranger Chickens, 
and Bronze Turkeys. We also have too many laying hens 
running around the yard! We market our products at 
the local farmer’s market, and of course to family and 
friends as well. 

 
In 2018, Lone Rooster Farm gained a permanent 

residence when we purchased a home with 22 acres 
in Campbellsport, WI. At that time, I was eager to get 
‘long-term’ sheep at our place. I wanted more than just 
feeder lambs; I wanted some ewes! They say timing is 
everything, and I couldn’t agree more. With our recent 
home/barn purchase and Barb Bishop’s departure to 
South Dakota, we were able to purchase a great set of 
brood ewes from MB Genetics to get our Southdown 
flock up and running. Devon and I also manage my 
cousin Dylan’s flock of Southdowns. As I write this, 
we are about 10 days out from our first group of lambs 
hitting the ground, and I couldn’t be more excited to see 
what is in store for us!

In addition to staying busy on the farm, I am also the 
Sheep project leader for Lindenwood 4-H and a newly 
elected board member for the Wisconsin Southdown 
Sheep Association. Being involved in the sheep industry 
has allowed me so many experiences and opportunities 
that otherwise would not have been possible. I hope 
to continue this journey, and am hopeful that with my 
involvement and influence, I can encourage a few more 
to explore all the sheep industry can offer them. 

 

Three Openings on Board as Candidates Line Up
2019 WSBC Nominating Committee: Sue Rupnow, Debbie Petzel, Warren O’Brion
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Lisa Paskey – Cottage Grove  
Employed as a Certified Nursing Assistant in 

Madison, WI.
Wisconsin Sheep Breeder Cooperative member and 

previous 4-H member since pure bred Suffolk flock 
established in 1976.

Assisted with Dane County Fair and Dane County 
Sheep Producers during fair and other lamb promotions, 
ie. handing out lamb samples and recipes during events 
in Madison area.

Served as 1983 Wisconsin Suffolk Queen attending 
fairs and show events around Wisconsin.

1990 Graduate from MATC Farm Business and 
Production Management – Sheep Production.

Volunteer/participant at Wisconsin Sheep and Wool 
Festival since inception.

2012 Established Scrapie Free Certification for our 
Flock in USDA Program.

2016 Established Export Certification for our Flock 
in USDA Program.

2017 Started participating at Bodegas held at Breese 
Stevens Field in Madison, WI. as a way to promote 
lamb, wool, and all breeds of sheep raised in Wisconsin. 
Focus centered on public interaction/education.

2018 Participated in and obtained Certification in 
Carcass Ultrasound Class at UW Arlington Research 
Station.

2018 Assisted with, Pen of 3 Carcass Event, at 
Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival/committee member

I believe in education, participation and 
encouragement of youth in 4-H, FFA and Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Cooperative in this state. 

Currently marketing lambs directly to our customers, 
4-H youth and encourage education of the public in how 
animals are cared for on farms raising sheep.

People want to know where their food and products 
come from. We owe it to our Industry and youth to 
promote, educate and talk with the public to get to know 
what they want.

Thanks to the nominating committee for considering 
me for the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative board 
of directors.

 Sincerely, Lisa Paskey

Tim Jergenson - Almena 
I have raised sheep most of my life beginning with 

my first sheep as a 4-H Club member. My wife and I 
currently have a commercial flock of about 125 ewes 
near Almena in northwestern Wisconsin. We lamb our 
flock in an old dairy barn and utilize a managed intensive 
grazing system to feed our sheep during the growing 
season, finishing our lambs on grain before marketing 
them in the late summer and fall.

I recently retired after 30 years as a UW-Extension 
Educator spending most of my career as an Agricultural 
Agent and a few years as a 4-H, Youth Development 
Agent. I have been active in a variety of professional 
organizations related to my Extension work over the 
years. I have also been active in the Indianhead Sheep 
and Goat Producers since its startup in the 1990’s. I 
am an active member my church and a member of the 
Cumberland Kiwanis Club.

Perhaps my most rewarding experiences have come 
from serving for nearly 20 years as Department Head 
in the Polk County UW-Extension Office and later in 
Barron County. I also served a term a President of the 
Wisconsin Association of County Agricultural Agents 
and was Executive Secretary of the 2013 Wisconsin 
Farm Technology Days in Barron County. 

Through these experiences I have learned to work 
effectively with a variety of people who have unique 
personalities and life skills. I have learned to appreciate 
the wide range of opinions that people have and I have 
also learned to help diverse groups work toward a 
common goal.

The Wisconsin sheep industry is a small and diverse 
group of hard working producers. The Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Cooperative reflects that diversity. I 
want to effectively serve the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative as member of the Board of Directors and 
work together to strengthen our industry.

I wish to thank the Board of Directors for nominating 
me for a position on the Board. If elected, I pledge to 
work cooperatively with the current leadership of the 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative for the benefit 
of all members of the organization.
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Nancy Burton – Argyle 
Hi, my name is Nancy Burton. My husband Sean and 

I live outside Argyle, Wisconsin. We have a flock of 75 
Registered Suffolks. I have been involved with sheep for 
over 22 years. It began with three cross-bred ewe lambs 
that were given to me when I was pregnant with my first 
child. It has grown since then.

I have been a member of the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Cooperative for many years. I have been involved with 
various activities that the group has had over the years. I 
was a huge supporter of the Bred Ewe Sale that was held 
at the Rock County Fairgrounds for many years. I also 
participated in a couple of the “Field Days” they have 
had in the past. I have also been involved as a volunteer 
and established the Youth Poster Contest at the Sheep 
and Wool Festival. I have only missed one Festival since 
it’s conception.

I have been a huge advocate for the sheep industry 
and youth involved in all aspects of the livestock 
industry, but especially the sheep industry. I work the 
Junior Sheep Show at the Wisconsin State Fair, I work 
with Barb Bishop during the Second Rotation of the 
Open Sheep Show at the Wisconsin State Fair, and I 
am currently the President of the Wisconsin Livestock 
Breeders Association. I have gone through Pipestone 
Lamb & Wool Short Course. 

It would be an honor to serve on the Board of the 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative. I have met 
so many wonderful people and made many friends 
thanks to this organization. This organization has 
given so much to so many and still has so much 
more it can give. I would love the opportunity to 
serve the membership by being elected to the Board.  

Laurel Kieffer - Strum 
Laurel Kieffer has been co-owner of Dream Valley 

Farm LLC since 1991 and has milked sheep from 1997 
through 2017. The farm imported purebred rams from 
Canada in 1996 and was one of few farms to participate 
in unofficial DHIA milk production testing from 1998 
through 2017. Dream Valley Farm has been an active 
participant in UW sheep dairy research projects and 

collaborations since beginning sheep dairying. In 
addition, Laurel has worked as project manager for 
numerous private, state and federal multi-year grants and 
has worked as a private consultant to private and public 
non-profit organizations in areas of strategic planning, 
organizational development, team building, community-
based needs assessment, among other items. She has 
served as chair of the Citizen’s Advisory Council for 
the UW Center Integrated Agricultural Systems, past 
president of the Dairy Sheep Association of North 
America, and organizer and project manager for the 
newly formed Sheep Dairy Association of Wisconsin. 
She is currently managing a genetics improvement 
project for DSANA to establish protocols for estimating 
breeding values for dairy sheep, manages the farm with 
the few remaining sheep, donkeys and Border Collies, 
and teaches part-time at UW-Eau Claire.

Dan Smerchek 
My family and I, wife Shelly and children Kelsi, 

Dathan and Kailen own and operate 85 brood ewe flock 
near Rosholt WI in Marathon county. The Smerchek 
flock consists 50 black face wether type ewes and 35 
registered Southdown ewes. We work hard to breed sound 
healthy sheep that productive and efficient. I have been 
involved in all facets of the sheep industry and worked 
with many different sheep breeds over the years. I had 
the opportunity to work at WIS-Zona sheep company in 
Bancroft WI for 3 years, where I was responsible for the 
care and lambing of 3500 commercial ewes. I worked 
as the shepherd at UWRF from 1990 through 1995 
managing the Dorset, Hampshire and Columbia Flocks. 
I have a deep passion for types and kinds of sheep as 
well as sheep breeders.

I have also held several leadership positions in the 
livestock industry. Board member of the Wisconsin 
Livestock breeders Association, President for 2 years. I 
was president of the Wisconsin Club Lamb Association 
from for 3 years. 

I would very much like to selected to be on the 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Board. I think I would bring 
an understanding of the commercial sheep Industry as 
well as the show sheep industry. Thank you for your 
consideration. 
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Marathon County Team Competes at Western National 
Roundup

Denver, CO - Marathon County 4-H represented 
Wisconsin at the 2019 4-H Judging Contest held 
in Denver, Co at the Western National Roundup on 
January 11. Team members included Kailen Smerchek, 
Stephanie Witberler, Mallory Schmoll and Hunter 
Falkowski and were coached by Dan Smerchek. 
Marathon County finished 8th out of 27 teams with 
Mallory Schmoll placing 10th overall as an individual. 
The team finished 11th in goats, 6th in beef and 8th in 
reasons. Marathon County earned the right to compete 
at the national contest by winning the senior division at 
the 2018 WI 4-H Livestock Judging Contest. The 2019 
State Contest will be held on Monday, July 22 at the 
Livestock Pavilion on the UW-Madison campus.

Grant County 4-H Competes at Western National 
Meats Judging Contest

Denver, CO - Grant County 4-H represented 
Wisconsin at the 2019 National Western Round-Up 
Meats Contest held in Denver Colorado on Saturday, 
January 12. There were 30 youth that participated from 
eight states that took part in this year’s event. The Grant 
County team included Blake Wegmueller, Abby Meier, 
Cora Kleist and Kendra Jentz and was coached by Dennis 
Patterson. Grant County earned the right to compete 
nationally by winning the senior division at the 2018 
state 4-H meats judging contest. The 2019 State 4-H 
Meats Contest which will be held on Saturday, April 27, 
at UW-Madison - http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestock/
programs/4hmeatscontest/ 

4-H News

Rudy Van Fleet age 87, passed away Saturday, 
January 19, 2019 at Agrace Hospice in Fitchburg. Rudy 
was born on May 25, 1931 to Duane and Gladys (Ewing) 
Van Fleet in the Town of Forest, Richland County, 
Wisconsin. He graduated from the UW-Platteville and 
the UW-Madison. He played basketball at Platteville 
and was later inducted into its Athletic Hall of Fame as 
well as the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame. Rudy was married to Nancy Hughes 
on June 20, 1953. He farmed near Viola, Wisconsin 
and later taught vocational agriculture at Ithaca High 
School and Columbus High School Rudy spent 26 
years with the University of Wisconsin Extension as a 
farm management agent in Columbia County. In later 
years, Rudy and Nancy traveled extensively around the 
United States and Europe. Rudy passionately took up 
pitching horseshoes in his retirement and became the 
secretary treasurer of the Deansville Horseshoe Club. 
He was inducted into the Wisconsin Horseshoe Pitchers 
Association Hall of Fame in 2015. Even on evenings 
when pitching didn’t go so well, Nancy would ask 
“But, did you have a good time?’ When Rudy would 
answer that he did, Nancy would reply, “Then that’s 
what matters.” Survivors include his two sons Jeffrey of 
Columbus, Randy (Cara) of Muskego; his four daughters 

Tracey (Rob) Riegert of West 
Allis, Robin (Tom) Bergan of 
Waterloo, Heidi (Mark) Callesen 
of Phoenix, Molly (Fotis) Tlas of 
Minneapolis; three grandchildren 
Jacob (Abigail) of Waukesha, 
Alexandra of Milwaukee and 
Julia of La Crosse. Rudy was 
preceded in death by his parents; 
wife, Nancy in 2105; one sister, 
Joan in 2011. Funeral services 
will be held at 11 A.M., with visitation beginning at 
9:30 A.M. on Saturday, January 26, 2019 at JENSEN 
FUNERAL & CREMATION in Columbus, Chaplain 
Ken Heinritz will officiate. Interment will be in Hillside 
Cemetery in Columbus. The family would like to thank 
the staff at the Columbus Community Hospital, Palliative 
Care Unit at the University Hospital and Agrace Hospice 
for their loving care. A very special thanks to family 
friend Dobie Gutweiler whose help and support made 
the past several weeks so much easier. Memorials may 
be directed to Agrace Hospice Care, Fitchburg, WI.

In 1992 Rudy received the Wisconsin Sheep Industry 
Award from the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative.

Rudy Van Fleet May 25, 1931 – January 19, 2019
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Abby (Sattler) Screnock – 2011

During my years as a 4-H’er growing up on our 
family farm, I enjoyed many projects, including 
my two favorites; raising and showing sheep, 
and sewing. I even combined the two projects by 
sewing with 100% wool to create outfits for myself 
and for my sheep. By participating in 4-H, I also 
enjoyed learning about and applying leadership 
skills. I found a niche in leading different groups 
in our county, so I decided to pursue an education 
career. In 2011, I started my undergraduate degree 
in Physical Education Teaching at Benedictine 
University in Lisle, IL. I also played four years on 
the NCAA Women’s Volleyball Team. In the summer 
of my junior year I was the intern for the Calumet 
County UW-Extension office. That internship 
gave me the opportunity to teach other young 4-H 
members. In the spring of 2015 I graduated Suma 
Cum Laude and in the fall I started teaching close 
to home. After two years of teaching, I decided that 
I wanted to return to sports so I took the position as 
Administrative Coordinator of Athletics at Lawrence 
University in Appleton, WI. Around the same time 
I started my Master’s degree in Sports and Athletics 
Administration through Gonzaga University. I will 
graduate in May of this year with my masters. 

Through all of this I did not forget my roots. I 
continue to assist my dad on the farm. This includes 
weighing animals, picking up feed, maintaining 
the physical farm, working farmer’s markets, and 
helping with our annual Open Barn Event. It is 
humbling to continue being a part of an operation 
that was started by my family and continue to 
represent the hard work and values they have all 
instilled in me.

Laura Troxel - 2002

When you watch your favorite TV shows and 
movies do you ever wonder how they are made? I’ll 
be the first to admit that growing up, I didn’t watch 
a lot of television. I was usually out in the barn 
with my sheep, working with my lambs, unloading 
hay, mixing feed, trimming my animals for the 
fair and in the winter attending to the baby lambs. 
There wasn’t a lot of time to watch TV or go to the 
movies. When I started college at UW-Milwaukee, I 
majored in Broadcast Journalism with the intention 
of working in news. As graduation approached, 

Where Are They Now? 

Catching Up With Our Scholarship Recipients
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I knew my heart wasn’t in news. I wanted to tell 
stories and work in a more entertainment-based 
environment so I decided to get my Master’s in 
Television Production from Boston University. 

This decision opened up a whole new world 
of opportunity with me. My first internship was 
with Scout Productions in Boston. I worked in 
development there and learned how to create new 
show concepts and find new talent. I moved to Los 
Angeles to complete my degree and continued my 
internship with Scout in LA and after I graduated, 
they hired me as a development associate. A few 
months later, I moved on to another production 
company and for the next five years, I developed 
and produced a variety of programming and won an 
award from Donate Life for a segment I produced 
on organ donation and also a Gabriel Award for 
DirecTV Hometown Heroes.

Eventually, in order to grow, I moved on to 
other companies and other shows. I worked as a 
development producer, creating and pitching new 
shows and then decided to move full time into 
production. I was an Associate Producer on The Jeff 
Probst Show and it was my job to find stories, pre-
interview talent, and brief them once they arrived. 
Thanks to my background in agriculture, I was able 
to talk to almost anybody about anything. Whether 
they came from a small town or a big city, the 
experiences I had growing up gave me the ability to 
relate to people from all over the country.

Today, I’m a two-time Emmy nominated 
producer for Home & Family on the Hallmark 
Channel. I’ve moved around a little more and 
produced the last two seasons of Ghost Hunters for 
SyFy and the first two seasons of Ghost Brothers 
for Destination America. The work ethic I learned 
as a youth growing up on a farm has served me well. 
I work with people from all over the country and 
bring awareness to animal related stories whenever 
I have the opportunity. We’ve done everything from 
goat yoga to backyard chicken coops to livestock 
rescue organizations on the show. I frequently talk 
with people about the farm where I grew up and talk 
about all the wonderful people I’ve met along the 
way. My family still lives on the farm and still raises 
Columbia sheep. Despite living in Los Angeles for 
over 13 years, I can truly say there’s no place like 
home. While my path has definitely not been linear, 
I always tell people that growing up on a farm was 

the best childhood I could have had and I wouldn’t 
change it for the world. 

Lauren Metcalf – 2011

After graduating from Milton High School in 
Rock County in 2011, I majored in Agricultural 
Science at Texas A&M University in College Station, 
Texas. Graduating in 2015, I wanted some hands-
on experience before I began my teaching career. I 
completed an eight-month plant science internship 
at Epcot at Disney World in Orlando, Florida. I 
worked in Living with the Land’s four greenhouses 
and gave daily walking tours of the greenhouses. 
I also completed a four-month internship at Fair 
Oaks Farm in Fair Oaks, Indiana. I gained hands-
on experience working in both its dairy and swine 
enterprises and then spent the remainder of my 
internship working in its agri-tourism program.

I am now in my third year of teaching in the 
Brodhead School District. I teach all agriculture 
classes in the high school, plus every seventh grader 
completes a quarter-long Introduction to Agriculture 
class, and I serve as the district’s FFA Advisor.

Since 2017, I’ve co-managed the House of Moo, 
an educational program focusing on the dairy 

 Continued on page 24
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industry during the 10-day Wisconsin State Fair. In 
January, I will begin work on a master’s degree in 
agriculture education through UW-River Falls. 

While I am not currently a sheep producer, my 
4-H sheep experience taught me valuable lessons, 
including livestock judging and hands-on skills 
with both market lambs and with our small Polypay 
flock, and it’s my hope that my students benefit 
from the practical experience I gained raising and 
showing sheep.

Steven (Skip) Anderson - 2002

Life can take a person down an interesting path 
and the path that took a small town, Dodge County 
kid to Fargo, N.D., made a few stops along the way. 
After receiving a WI Sheep Breeders Cooperative 
scholarship in 2002, I attended North Dakota State 
University and completed a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Animal Science. After graduating from 
NDSU in 2006, I accepted a position with 7L Farms 
and Land Company in Wiggins, Mississippi. There I 
had to opportunity to work with longtime WI sheep 
breeder Dr. Michael Bishop of MB Genetics. 7L 
Farms proved to be a great starting point as I moved 
into my career. During my time in Mississippi I had 
the opportunity to dive into the registered Angus 
cattle business and got to see first hand the industry 
from many angles. At 7L Farms I served as the Data 
Manager, where I oversaw the records and data 
management of 1,500 head of Angus cattle. 

In the fall of 2009, a great opportunity presented 
itself and I accepted a position as Sheep Unit 
Manager at North Dakota State University. At 
NDSU I oversee the management of NDSU’s 300 
head brood ewe flock that consists of Hampshires, 
Columbias, Katahdins and Dorsets. Serving as a 
university shepherd is a rewarding experience. I 
enjoy working with college students as well as 
assisting with the numerous NDSU Extension 
events that the sheep unit hosts throughout the year. 
In addition to my duties as university shepherd, 
I also serve as the instructor of the Livestock 
Sales and Marketing course in the Department of 
Animal Sciences. In 2015, I made the decision to 
continue my education and have been working on 
a Master’s degree in Animal Science with a focus 
in livestock merchandising. While working fulltime 
and teaching, my academic journey has not been the 
quickest, but will be rewarding when it is complete. 

I still consider myself a sheep enthusiast and 
am very active in the sheep industry. I still own 
Hampshire sheep with my family in Juneau, WI, at 
Baa Baa Acres. My parents Rod and Terry Anderson 
still manage the flock on a day-to-day basis and 
I’m very fortunate for that. We enjoy showing our 
Hampshires at the WI State Fair and the NAILE in 
Louisville, KY. I enjoy judging sheep shows and 
have been fortunate to judge shows from coast to 
coast in 21 different states including five different 
breeds at the NAILE. A passion of my mine has 
been collecting sheep magazines. Currently, my 
collection numbers over 3,500 publications. 

In June of 2017, I married my wife Kelli and 
we have a miniature Schnauzer named Chase, 
that keeps us laughing. Kelli works for NDSU as 
an Information Specialist in the Department of 
Agriculture Communications. 

As you read this, you will see I have used the 
word “opportunity” multiple times, because I 
believe life is about seeking those opportunities 
when they present themselves. The WSBC has 
been doing an outstanding job of providing youth 
with opportunities whether it be through awards, 
sponsorships, educational events, sheep shows or 
financial support. It is hard believe that 17 years 
ago I was awarded a WSBC scholarship, but that 
support made a huge difference to a young person 
seeking their next opportunity. 

Continued from page 23 
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The 2019 Pipestone Lamb and Wool Program 
Lambing Time Short Course and Bus Tour will be 
held on February 8 - 9 in Pipestone, MN. The program 
begins with a Friday evening discussion from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. and starts again Saturday at 8:00 a.m. 
with lambing time management and health topics. 
The tour will conclude at 5:00 on Saturday afternoon 
following visits to two successful sheep operations. 

The short course and bus tour will focus on 
common lambing time problems and will include Dr. 
Larry Goelz, DVM, Pipestone Veterinary Services 
and South Dakota State University Sheep Specialist, 
Dr. Jeff Held. The tour will allow participants to see 

firsthand how the host producers recognize and deal 
with lambing time problems, lay out their lambing 
barn, set up creep pens, graft lambs, dock, vaccinate, 
feed and manage their lambs and ewes.

For more information on the short course and bus 
tour, visit our web page www.pipestonesheep.com or 
contact Angie Houselog at 507-825-6822 or Email: 
angela.houselog@mnwest.edu

For those unable to attend there is a web-based 
Lambing Time Management Series consisting of six 
recorded topics. For details, www.pipestonesheep.
com or contact Phillip Berg, 507 825-6799 or phillip.
berg@mnwest.edu .

Madison, WI - The 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl and 
State 4-H Skillathon contests will be held together 
on Saturday, March 2, 2019 at UW Madison Animal 
Sciences Building, Madison, WI. Deadline for 
registration is Feb. 22. Only emailed registrations 
will be accepted, mailed registrations will NOT be 
accepted. The cost is $12 per youth and due at the time 
of registrations are mailed. On March 2 registration 
starts at 9 a.m., and competitions at 9:30 a.m. Teams 
are encouraged to participate in both contests as they 
will be occurring at the same time. The planning 
committee reserves the right to alter schedule if 
needed to manage both contests effectively. 

The teams are divided into three age divisions 
and teams can consist of 3 or 4 members. The junior 
division is for youth who are under 14 years of age 
as of Jan.1, 2018. The senior division is for youth 
who are 14 years of age or older as of Jan. 1, 2018. 
A mixed team must contain at least one youth from 
each age division.

The Livestock Bowl is a quiz competition where all 
the questions are about beef, sheep, swine, and meat 
goat topics and students use a buzzer in order to answer 
the questions. Teams compete in a double elimination 
format by giving oral answers to questions posed 
by a moderator. Each match has both an individual 
and toss-up question round. The winning 4-H senior 
team will represent Wisconsin at the National 4-H 
Livestock Quiz Bowl competition in Omaha, NE at 

the AKSARBEN Livestock Exhibition. 
The Skillathon contest is made up of a written quiz 

and learning stations such as breed identification, 
feed identification, equipment identification as 
well as some team activities such as demonstrating 
evaluation skills. The top senior level 4-H team will 
represent Wisconsin at the National 4-H Skillathon 
Contest, held each fall in Louisville at the North 
American International Livestock Exposition. 

Competition in the Quiz Bowl and Skillathon 
encourages members to develop a more complete 
knowledge of animals and related subjects. This 
contest provides an educational program for all 
project members, including those who may not own 
a project animal, and provides a way to develop self-
confidence. The programs are a great parallel to some 
similar programs that breed associations and other 
organizations conduct such as Junior Cattle Nationals, 
NJSA (National Junior Swine Association) and the 
All-American Sheep Show.

For more information and registration information, 
please contact Bernie O’Rourke, UW Extension 
Youth Livestock Specialist and contest coordinator 
at (608) 263-4304, borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu or 
the Animal Science Youth Website at http://fyi.uwex.
edu/youthlivestock/programs/quizbowlskillathon/. 
Follow the Wisconsin Youth Livestock Program on 
Facebook.

Pipestone Lambing Time Short Course and Bus Tour

Wisconsin 4-H Livestock Quiz Bowl and Skillathon Contests - March 2
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BE A WINNER - GET YOUR CAMERAS OUT!

Judging takes place at the  
Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival -
Saturday, September 7 in the Activity Center 
Mail Photo Contest Entries to:
Debbie Petzel, 2037 - 180th Ave. 
Centuria, WI 54824
by AUGUST 15, 2019 
Contest details at www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com or www.wisbc.com
Questions? dspetzel@gmail.com 612 578-1528

Enter the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders  
2019 Photo Contest

The U.S. Targhee Sheep Association (USTSA) will 
again, for the eleventh straight year, be offering a free 
registered Targhee starter flock to a deserving youth 
at the 2019 USTSA National Show & Sale in Lodi, 
Wisconsin, July 18-20. In the previous ten years, 
the generous members of the USTSA have awarded 
sixteen starter flocks, totaling 52 head of sheep, and 
have also donated almost $12,000 towards buyer’s 
credits for the award winners to purchase additional 
sheep at USTSA national sales. The winner must be 
present to receive the flock and will be awarded one 
(1) ewe lamb, one (1) yearling ewe, and one (1) brood 
ewe donated by members of the USTSA. Each animal 
will be a USTSA registered animal and at least QR 
in Scrapie Codon 171 genotype. The winner will 
also receive a $150 credit for use toward purchase of 
additional animals at the 2019 national sale. 

Applications, due April 1, are now available 
to download at www.ustargheesheep.org or by 
contacting Mardy Rutledge at the USTSA office 
(ustargheesheep@gmail.com or 702-292-5715). 
Any young person, ages 9-17, as of January 1, 2019, 
whose family does not raise Targhee sheep may 

apply. Applicants should possess a keen interest in the 
U.S. sheep industry, commitment to raising Targhee 
sheep over time, and a firm belief in the abilities of 
the breed. Applicants must demonstrate proof of care, 
facilities, and transportation. Aside from receiving 
the flock of sheep, the winning youth, will be paired 
with a Targhee breeder living near them who will act 
as a mentor. The association is committed to helping 
the winner succeed.

Targhee sheep are one of the few breeds developed 
in the United States at the U.S. Sheep Experiment 
Station in Dubois, Idaho. Withstanding harsh 
environments and minimal human intervention, 
while still producing high quality lamb and wool are 
hallmark traits of Targhees. Mothering ability and 
gentle dispositions are additional positive traits of the 
breed. 

The U.S. Targhee Sheep Association believes in 
the future. The success the program has had thus 
far has only affirmed it is the right thing to do for 
young people. Please pass the word along to a young 
person you know. Visit the USTSA website at www.
ustargheesheep.org for more information. 

U.S. Targhee Sheep Association To Award Starter Flock
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The Wisconsin Junior Targhee Sheep Association 
will again be giving away a starter flock of three 
Targhee ewes in 2019 to a lucky Wisconsin youth. 
Applicants must be aged 12 to 17 as of January 1, 
2019, a resident of Wisconsin, and must not currently 
raise Targhee sheep. The winner must also be eligible 
and agree to exhibit their animals at both the 2019 
Wisconsin State Fair open sheep show and Wisconsin 
Junior State Fair sheep show. The winner will receive 
a combination of ewe lambs, yearling ewes and/or 
brood ewes, and take ownership of the animals before 
any 2019 State Fair entry deadlines.

The Targhee breed has a long history in Wisconsin 
and the purpose of this program is to promote growth 
and visibility of the breed along with promoting 
youth involvement and education within the breed. 
Applications are available on-line at both the US 
Targhee Sheep Association website (http://www.
ustargheesheep.org/) and the A&J Nevens Livestock 
website (http://myplace.frontier.com/~jrnevens/), 
and are due no later than April 1, 2019. For more 
information or questions, please contact Leslie & Jeff 
Nevens at 608-592-7842, or AandJNevensLivestock@
frontier.com.

Lauren Thompson, 15, daughter of Kirstin and Scott 
Thompson, Woodville, received a Southdown Ewe Lamb 
through the Wisconsin Southdown Association Southdown Ewe 
Lamb Award Program, which was generously donated by the 
Chad Kohlman Family. Pictured is Chad Kohlman with Lauren 
Thompson as she receives her ewe lamb. The ewe lamb was 
donated as part of the Wisconsin Starter Ewe Lamb program 
initiated in 2009 which has provided fifteen ewe lambs to youth 
since its beginning. Lauren has past experience showing Border 
Leicester sheep at the St. Croix County Fair, Wisconsin Sheep & 
Wool Festival, and the All American Junior Sheep Show. She is 
a member of Lone Pine 4-H, Baldwin-Woodville FFA Chapter, 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative, Indianhead Sheep and 
Goat Breeders Association, and the Border Leicester Association, 
along with other livestock organizations and she is also active 
in the Make It With Wool competition. Lauren has a passion 
for raising sheep and this ewe will be her start for a registered 
breeding Southdown flock. Congratulations to Lauren and thank 
you to the Chad Kohlman Family for their generous donation. 
Youth that would have an interest in the Southdown breed and 
the ewe lamb program should contact the Wisconsin Southdown 
Association which will be sponsoring this opportunity again in 
2019. Wisconsin youth age 11-16 enrolled in 4-H or FFA who do 
not already own Southdown sheep are eligible to apply. Look for 
the application form beginning in mid-January on the Wisconsin 
Southdown Association Website, www.wisconsinsouthdowns.
com or Facebook page. Contributed by the Wisconsin Southdown 
Association, Starter Ewe Program Committee Kelly Vierck, Chad 
Kohlman, and Dawn Loomis-Vierck

 Wisconsin Junior Targhee Sheep Association Announces  
2019 Starter Flock Giveaway

Wisconsin Southdown Association Awards Lauren Thompson Ewe Lamb

Lauren Thompson, Woodville, WI, shown with Chad 
Kohlman, received a Southdown ewe lamb provided 
through the Wisconsin Southdown Association 
Southdown Ewe Lamb Program. The Chad Kohlman 
Family, Sheboygan Falls, WI donated the lamb.
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National Gotland Fleece Show – Judge: Holin Kennen, Evansville, WI
 30 fleeces entered
Adult Ram 
  First: Glen Oak Gotlands 33 – Martin & Joy Dally - Division Champion

Second: Nine Trees Farm - Jim & Jessica Duncan (G-13-18)
Third: Nine Trees Farm - Jim & Jessica Duncan (G-12-18)

Adult Ewe 
First: Glen Oak Gotlands 32
Second: Prairie Willows Farm - Heidi Quist (G-11)
Third: Nine Trees Farm (G-14)
Fourth: Turtle Valley Farm - Susan Schooley (G-22)

Yearling Ram 
First: Prairie Willows Farm (G-09)

Yearling Ewe 
First: Turtle Valley Farm (G-21)
Second: Looking Glass Sheep & Wool - Christee McNeil (G-26)
Third: Looking Glass Sheep & Wool (G-25)

Lamb of Either Sex 
First: Glen Oak Gotlands  (G-29)– Reserve Division Champion
Second: Glen Oak Gotlands (G-27)
Third: Turtle Valley Gotlands (G-23)
Fourth: Glen Oak Gotlands (G-30)

Wether 
First: Ashford Heights Farm - Teresa & Jeffrey Daignault (G-02)

Junior Fleece Show        Judge: Deborah Robson, Fort Collins, CO
Junior Show Division I:

First: Leah Huchthausen (J-20-18)
Second: Ephraim Fowler (J-45-18)
Third: Andy Nevens (J-14-18)
Fourth: Alex Taylor (J-02-18)

Junior Show Division II: 
First: Marissa Telderer (J-06)– Reserve Best of Junior Show
Second: Justin Taylor (J-22)
Third: Jackie Rosenbush (J-38)
Fourth: Justin Taylor (J-23)

Junior Show Division III: 
First: Marissa Telderer (J-07) – Best of Junior Show
Second: Marissa Telderer (J-08)
Third: Teagan Richman (J-43)
Fourth: Marissa Telderer (J-09)

Junior Show Division IV: 
First: Jackie Rosenbush (J-36)
Second: Jackie Rosenbush (J-37)
Third:
Fourth: 

2018 Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival Fleece Show Results
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Open Fleece Show   Judges: Letty Klein, Kalamazoo, MI  Divisions I – III
                    Deborah Robson, Fort Collins, CO – Division IV

Division I - Class 1
 First: A&J Nevens (O-71)– Reserve 
Division I Champion
Second: A&J Nevens (O-69)
Third: Julie Fitzpatrick (O-80)
 Fourth: Beth & Tim Miller (O-02)

Division 1 - Class 2
 First: A&J Nevens (O-73)– Division I 
Champion
Second: A&J Nevens (O-72)
Third: Leah Huchthausen (O-93)
Fourth: Leah Huchhausen (O-93)

Division 1 - Class 3
First: Barb Salas (O-66)
Second: Barb Salas (O-64)
Third: Barb Salas (O-62)
Fourth: Barb Salas (O-63)

Division II - Class 1
First: Kristi Pyatt (O-22)
Second: Candice Levine (O-88)
Third: Sue Kapla (O-32)
Fourth: Wendy Tobiasz (O-11)

Division II - Class 2
 First: Jeff and Tara Benson (O-76) – 
Division II Champion/Best of Show

Division II - Class 3
 First: Jeff and Tara Benson (O-75)

Division II - Class 4
 First: Joy Dally (O-53) – Reserve 
Division II Champion
Second: Melissa Wubben (O-46)
Third: Melissa Wubben (O-47)
 Fourth: Kate Waring (O-105)

Division II - Class 5
First: Jeanne Telderer (O-114)
 Second: Denise Robins (O-35)

Division III - Class 1
 First: Wendy Tobiasz (O-06)– Division 
III Champion/Reserve Best of Show
Second: Hampton Waring (O-107)
 Third: Susan Kapla (O-32)/Candice 
Levine (O-85
 Fourth: Melissa Wubben (O-48)

Division III - Class 2
First: Melissa Wubben (O-51)
Second: Jolyn Meehan (O-59)
Third: Melissa Wubben (O-50)
Fourth: Wendy Tobiasz (O-07)

Division III - Class 3
First: 
Second:
Third: Keith Schultz (O-77)
Fourth: Keith Schultz (O-82)

Division III - Class 4
 First: Melissa Wubben (O-52) – 
Reserve Division III Champion
Second: Brodeur Family Farm (O-42)
Third: Brodeur Family Farm (O-43)
 Fourth: Emilly Brodeur Family Farm 
(O-39)

Division III - Class 5
First: Jeanne Telderer (O-115)
 Second: Laura Stremick-Thompson 
(O-19)
Third: Denise Robins (O-37)
 Fourth: Laura Stremick-Thompson 
(O-18)

Division IV - Class 1
First: Karen Mallum (O-25)
Second: Jeff and Tara Benson (O-74)
Third: Karen Mallum (O-29)
 Fourth: Karen Mallum (O-23)

Division IV - Class 2
 First: Kate Waring (O-103) – Reserve 
Division IV Champion
Second: Karen Mallum (O-30)
Third: Kate Waring (O-104)
 Fourth: Karen Mallum (O-24)

Division IV - Class 3
 Division IV - Class 4

 First: Krisi Pyatt (O-21) – Division IV 
Champ
Second: Karen Mallum (O-28)
Third: Karen Mallum (O-26)
Fourth: Karen Mallum (O-27)

Division IV - Class 5
First: 
Second:
Third:
 Fourth: Laura Stremick-Thompson 
(O-14)
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Jan. 17 • Native Fiber Exhibit (Ongoing) – Wisconsin 
Museum of Quilts & Fiber Arts, N50 W5050 Portland Road, 
Cedarburg, WI 262 546-0300 wiquiltmuseum.com 

Feb. 1 • Case IH Master Stockman Applications Deadline, 
Wisconsin Livestock Breeders Association, Contact: 5621 
N County Road F, Janesville, WI 53545, 608 743-9080, 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders@gmail.com 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com 

Feb. 8-9 • Pipestone Lamb & Wool Program Annual 
Lambing Time Short Course & Bus Tour, Pipestone, MN. 
Details: pipestonesheep.com. Contact: Angie Houselog 507 
825-6822, email angela.houselog@mnwest.edu 

Feb. 8-10 • Midwest Fiber Frolic, Crowne Plaza 
Milwaukee Airport, 6401 South 13th Street, Milwaukee, WI. 
midwestfiberfrolic.com. 

Feb. 11 • Winter Grazing Program, UW-Extension-
Grazing Partners, 9:00 am – 3:15 pm, Columbia Co. Health 
& Human Services Bldg., 111 East Mullet Street, Portage, 
WI. Registration: $20 per person, lunch incl. For information: 
Columbia Co. UW-Extension Office, 608 742-9687 or 
Jennifer.evans@ces.uwex.edu 

Feb. 14 • Waupaca County Forage Council Winter 
Meeting, Bear Lake Resort, 10:00 am-2:30 pm, Manawa, WI. 
Contact: greg.blonde@ces.uwex.edu or 715 258-6230 ext. 2 
for information. 

Feb. 21 • Midwest Organic and Sustainable Education 
Service Organic University, 10:00 am-5:30 pm, La Crosse 
Center, 300 Harborview Plaza, La crosse, WI. mosesorganic.
org or 715 778-5775 for information. 

Feb. 21-23 • MOSES Organic Farming Conference, 
La Crosse Center, 300 Harborview Plaza, La Crosse, 
WI. mosesorganic.org or 715 778-5775 for registration 
information. 

March 2 • Wisconsin 4-H Quiz Bowl and Skillathon 
Contests, UW-Madison Animal Sciences Building, Madison, 
WI Registration deadline: February 22. (Only emailed 
registrations accepted.) Contact: Bernie O’Rourke, 608 
263-4304, or borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu. Animal Science 
Youth website – http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestck/programs/
quizbowlskillathon/ 

March 9 • 11th Annual Arlington Sheep Day, UW-
Arlington Agriculture Research Station, Public Events Facility, 
Arlington, WI. Info: Todd Taylor, 608 846-5858, toddtaylor@
wisc.edu or wisbc.com 

March 9 • Annual Meeting/Recognition Banquet, Wisconsin 
Sheep Breeders Cooperative, Public Events Facility, UW-
Madison Arlington Agricultural Research Station, Arlington, 
WI. wisbc.com or 608 868-2505 (after 5:00 eve.) 

March 15-16 • Cedarburg Spur’s 5th Anniversary 
Fiber Arts Tour. Cedarburg-Grafton-Thiensville. 
midwestfiberartstrails.org 

March 15-17 • 2019 Knit-In, Madison Knitters Guild, Alliant 
Energy Center, Madison, WI. madisonknittersguild.org 

March 16 • Spring Sheep Shearing School, Lambalot Acres, 
Augusta, WI. 
indianheadsheepandgoat.org 

March 16 • Midstates Hair Sheep Co-op Sale, Dawson 
County Fairgrounds, Lexington, NE, 12:00 p.m. (weather 
date March 23). Kiley Hammond 308 390-3001, Facebook: 
Midstates Hair Sheep Cooperative 

March 22 • West Central Wisconsin Grazing Conference, 
Grand Occasions Ballroom, Osseo, WI. Info: rivercountryrcd.
org , email info@rivercountryrcd.org , 715 579-4916

March 23 • Spring Ahead WLBA Livestock Education 
Sessions, UW-Madison Arlington Agriculture Research 
Station Public Events Facility, Arlington, WI. Wisconsin 
Livestock Breeders Association, wisconsinlivestockbreeders.
com 608 743-9080, email: wisconsinlivestockbreeders@
gmail.com. 

March 23 • Annual Meeting, Wisconsin Livestock 
Breeders Association (WLBA) Arlington Agriculture 
Research Station Public Events Facility, Arlington, WI. 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com 

April 1 • Deadline: US Targhee Sheep Association Starter 
Flock Applications due. Information: ustargheesheep.
org, or contact Mardy Rutledge at 702 292-5715, email 
ustargheesheep@gmail.com. 

April 1 • Deadline: Wisconsin Junior Targhee Sheep 
Association Starter Flock applications due. Application at 
ustargheesheep,org or A & J Nevens Livestock website http://
myplace.frontier.com/~jrnevens/ or contact 608-592-7842, 
email AandJNevensLivestock@frontier.com.

April 6 • 3rd Annual Sheep & Meat Goat Sale & 2nd 
Annual Feeder Pig Sale, Pierce County Fair & Fairgrounds, 
Ellsworth, WI. Contact: John Bazille, 715 684-9529 or 
northernshowcircuit@gmail.com 

April 7 • Indianhead Sheep & Goat Breeders Association 
Spring Show Lamb & Kid Sale, UW-River Falls Mann 
Valley Farm, River Falls, WI. Skillathon, 10:30 a.m., 
Viewing, 11:00 a.m. Clinic, Noon; Auction, 1:00 p.m. 
Info: Scott Thompson, scottt@actionlabs.inc.com , 
IndianheadSheepandGoat.org 

April 13 • 23rd Annual Stephenson County Fiber Arts 
Fair, Jane Addams Community Center, Cedarville, IL. 815 
541-0897, Suzy@SuzyBeggin.com 

April 13-14 • Fiber Expo, Washtenaw Farm Council 
Grounds, Ann Arbor, MI fiberexpo.com 734 429-3145

April 17-18 • 2019 Cheese Industry Conference, Alliant 
Energy Center, Madison, WI. Wisconsin Cheese Makers 
Association. Visit CheeseConference.org for registration 
information.

Calendar of Events - Winter 2019
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April 19 • Deadline – Advertising/Copy, Spring Issue, 
Wisconsin Shepherd. Ads: Brittany Alf, 513 850-3603, alf.
brittany@gmail.com . Copy: Bob Black, 920 623-3536, 
rbblack@powercom.net 

April 27 • 4-H Meats Judging Contest, UW-Madison 
Meats Science Bldg. Contact: Bernie O’Rourke, 608 263-
4304, or borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu. Animal Science Youth 
website – http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestck/programs/
quizbowlskillathon/

April 27-28 • Wisconsin Alpaca Fest, Washington County 
Fair Park, West Bend, WI. wisconsinalpacafiberfest.com 

May 1 • Wisconsin Spring Preview Show Entry Deadline, 
Wisconsin Livestock Breeders Association (WLBA). 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com 608 743-9080, email: 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders@gmail.com 

May 1 • WLBA/Purina Livestock Show Camp 
Registration Deadline. Wisconsin Livestock Breeders 
Association. wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com 608 743-9080 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders@gmail.com 

May 4-5 • 46th Annual Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival. 
SheepAndWool.org 

May 10-12 • 22nd Shepherds Harvest, Washington County 
Fairgrounds, Lake Elmo, MN shepherdsharvestfestival.org 
Julie MacKenzie 612 961-9625

June 1 • 39th Annual Wisconsin Spring Preview 
Show, Jefferson County Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com 

June 7-8 • Hoosier Hills Fiber Festival, Johnson County 
Fairgrounds, Franklin, IN. Patti Hodge, VendorHHFF@gmail.
com, website: HoosierHillsFiberfestival.com 317 403-5667.

June 8-9 • 21st Annual WLBA/Purina Wisconsin Livestock 
Show Camp, Wisconsin State fair Park, West Allis, WI. 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com 

June 14-15 • Iowa Sheep & Wool Festival, Hanson 
Agriculture Student Learning Center, Ames, IA. Regina 
Frahm gina.frahm@gmail.com, or info@iowasheep.com. 
iowasheepandwool.com 

June 15 • Scholarship Deadline, Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Co-op, wisbc.com or 608 743-9080 (after 5:00).
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June 21-22 • Interstate Livestock Show Camp (June 
21), Interstate Livestock Show (June 22), Polk County 
Fairgrounds - St. Croix Falls, WI. facebook.com/
interstatelivestockshow/ Contact Debbie Petzel - dpetzel@
gmail.com for more details

June 25-29 • Midwest Stud Ram Show & Sale, Sedalia, MO. 
Info: 515 442-0950; info@MidWestSale.com or MidWestSale.
com 

July 4-7 • 26th Annual All American Junior Sheep Show, 
Hutchinson, KS. Info: 401 647-4676; email: cdcdorset@cox.
net ; CountryLovin.com/AAJSS

July 12 • Deadline – Advertising/Copy, Summer Issue, 
Wisconsin Shepherd. Ads: Brittany Alf, 513 850-3603, alf.
brittany@gmail.com . Copy: Bob Black, 920 623-3536, 
rbblack@powercom.net 

July 18-10 • National Targhee Show & Sale, Lodi 
Agricultural Fairgrounds, Lodi, WI. Updates available at: 
ustargheesheep.org. Chairpersons: Todd & Lynnette Taylor, 
TaylorSheep@yahoo.com; and Leslie & Jeff Nevens, 
AandJNevensLivestock@frontier.com, or Mardy Rutledge, 
USTSA Secretary at ustargheesheep@gmail.com .

July 22 • 4-H Livestock Judging Contest, Livestock 
Pavilion, UW-Madison. Contact: Bernie O’Rourke, 608 
263-4304, or borourke2@ansci.wisc.edu. Animal Science 
Youth website – http://fyi.uwex.edu/youthlivestck/programs/
quizbowlskillathon/

July 31 • Wisconsin Summer Spectacular Show Entry 
Deadline, Wisconsin Livestock Breeders Association, 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com, 608 743-9080, email: 
wisconsinlivestockbreeders@gmail.com 

Aug. 1 – 11 • Wisconsin State Fair, wistatefair.com 

August 14-18 • Michigan Fiber Festival, Allegan County 
Fairgrounds, Allegan, MI. michiganfiberfestival.info 

August 15 • Entry/Registration Deadline, Wisconsin 
Sheep & Wool Festival unless otherwise noted at 
wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com Questions? 608 743-9080 
or wisconsinsheepbreeders@gmail.com 

August 17 • 11th Annual Wisconsin Summer Spectacular 
Show, Marshfield, WI. wisconsinlivestockbreeders.com, 
email: wisconsinlivestockbreeders@gmail.com, 608 743-
9080.

August 15-19 • Katahdin Hair Sheep International Expo, 
Hyder Burke Ag Center, Cookeville, TN. katahdins.org 

Aug. 22 – Sept. 2 • Minnesota State Fair, mnstatefair.org 

Sept. 6-8 • Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival, 
Jefferson County Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. 
wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com 

Sept. 7 • Make It With Wool 2019 State Contest, Jefferson 
County Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. Wynn Wittkopf, State 
MIWW Director, jwwittkopf@core.com or 262 370-1433. 
wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com 

Sept. 7 • Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op Used Equipment 
Auction, Jefferson County Fair Park, Jefferson, WI. 608 743-
9080 (after 5:00 eve), wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com or 
wisbc.com 

Oct. 18 • Deadline – Advertising/Copy, Fall Issue, Wisconsin 
Shepherd. Ads: Brittany Alf, 513 850-3603, alf.brittany@
gmail.com . Copy: Bob Black, 920 623-3536, rbblack@
powercom.net
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Do you have an event coming up? Let us know! Debbie Petzel – dspetzel@gmail.com


