
WSBC’s Mission 
*Promote the production, marketing, distribution, 
and utilization of sheep, lamb, and wool products.

*Collect and disseminate information relating to the 
practical and scientific phases of sheep operation.
*Encourage youth participation in sheep projects.

*Identify and support research needs for sheep 
production and marketing.

*Promote and encourage efficient marketing of sheep 
and a sound, healthy sheep industry in Wisconsin.  

Contact Us: 
Jill Alf - Executive Secretary 
Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Co-op 
5621 Cty Road F 
Janesville, WI 53545 
Phone: 608-743-9080 
Email: 
wisconsinsheepbreeders@gmail.com

Visit our Facebook sites for current 
updates and information.

Our website:  https://wisbc.com/

Ready to join our flock? 
* https://wisbc.com/pdf/

2019/2019-WSBC-
Membership-Application.pdf

http://wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com/

What’s In It for Me? 
Membership Benefits 

As a co-op member you can: 
* Receive a free Classified Ad 

on the WSBC website. 
* Receive a complimentary 

link to your website 
* Expand your network of 

industry contacts   
* Get a Membership 

Directory listing 
* Vote! Make your voice 

heard 
* Make a difference through 

ASI membership 
* Volunteer and grow your 

industry.
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History of the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Cooperative 

Post-Civil War, thanks to a strong 
demand for wool, Wisconsin's sheep 
numbers rose to over a million head – 
primarily Merino - placing it second in 

the nation in sheep numbers.  The 
origin of the Wisconsin Sheep 
Breeders Cooperative was the 

Wisconsin Merino Sheep Breeders' 
Association, which in 1879 joined with 
the State Wool Growers' Association, 

to form the Wisconsin State Wool-
Growers' and Sheep Breeders' 
Association. While this original 

association of breeders emphasized 
registration, improvement of breeds 

and legislative support, a new 
organization of purebred breeders was 
more interested in exhibiting sheep at 
the Wisconsin State Fair. They formed 

the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders 
Association (WSBA) in 1904, which 
then became the Wisconsin Sheep 

Breeders Cooperative (WSBC) Since 
1985, the WSBC has been a member 
of ASI. Today, the WSBC represents a 

broad cross-section of interests, its 
membership united as a community of 

producers, fiber enthusiasts and 
businesses dedicated to the future of 
a diverse industry. Add your voice to 

the WSBC and join today! 

W I S C O N S I N  S H E E P  B R E E D E R S  C O O P E R AT I V E

Leadership Opportunities 
Your co-op is governed by its 
elected members through an 

eleven-member Board of Directors 
and supporting committees. We 
encourage all our members to be 

actively involved! 

Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival 
Held each September in Jefferson, WI, the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival is the premier 
event of its kind in the Midwest, supported by your cooperative, powered by volunteers 
and focuses on the diversity of Wisconsin’s sheep and fiber industries, providing education 
to thousands from fiber enthusiasts, producers and youth to the general public.

Recognition 
Each year at its annual meeting your 
co-op recognizes the contributions 
and accomplishments of those in 
your industry that have risen to 

exemplary levels of achievement. 

Reach Out: As A Member You… 
*Support promotion of your industry. 

*Provide up to four college scholarships 
annually to member families. 
*Support youth education. 

*Connect to our national industry through   
American Sheep Industry Assn. 

Connect 
As a member stay up to date through 

the Wisconsin Shepherd online 
newsletter, our two websites and 

Facebook. 
https://wisbc.com/wisconsin-

shepherd/wisconsin-shepherd.php 

Wisconsin Wool Works!    
For over 20 years the Wisconsin Wool Works! has spotlighted the 

artistry and entrepreneurial skills of co-op members whose products 
include everything from hand-woven scarves to socks; rugs to hand-
dyed roving, in turn generating income for the organization at the 
Wisconsin State Fair and the Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival, as 

well as educating thousands about the fiber arts.
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